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 ERRAT A. 


In Page 108,11 14, 115. for Fobn Wal, 
read Thomas Wall, 


IHE 


PREFACE. 


Courteous Reader, 


Y deſwe #s, that 
| Thoy would ſt 
ſpend one Flour 


or Two ſeriouſly to read this 
ſmall Book ; firſt of all beg-- 
ging of God it may be ſan- 
fified to thy Soul. Read it 
without prejudice or parti- 
ality ; and as one that is wil- 
ling to receive the Truth, 

and'. entring mto ane? 
World, be like the Noble 

A 2. + Are 


(4) 
Bereans, ſearch the Scrip- 
tures to ſee whether theſe 
Things be ſo or no: 
Take nothing from Man, 
tho never ſo Learned and 
Holy, upon truſt, without 
trial, With what confidence 
may a Man die when he hath, 
Thus ſaith the Lord, for 
his Faith and Praftice ? This 


is all from him that wiſheth 
your Soul's welfare, 


(5) 


— —___ ._—- LN ED. DL, C—C—C mm—_—_ 


Water-Baptiſm 
Diſcours'd, 
From St. Mark 16. 16. 


He that believeth, and is 
3 baptized, ſhall be ſaved. 


CHAT. Ek 


© the Prophet Ezekiel, to ſhew Ezek. 43. 11, 
his People” the Form of his 
Houſe, with the goings in 
thereof, &c. Know therefore, 
ye Servants of the Lord, as Cir- 
cumcifion was the Door into the 
Jewiſh Church, which was Na- 

"* tional; &o Baptiſm i is the 

't | A 3 into 


: was God's Command unto 


(6) 
into the Goſpel-Church, which 
is Congregational. Hence St. 
Luke faith, They that gladly re- 
ceived the Apoſtles Words, were 
baptized, and added unto” the 

L Church in number about three thou- 

# ... ogy ſand Souls, Acts 2. 41, 

As Lifting is the ſ6- . The Ancients call Bap- 
lemn engaging Sign in- tiſm, * the Gate of the Sa- 
to an Army, ſo is Bap- craments, becauſe by it we 
tiſm into the Church. enter. into the Church, and 

= oftiſm is ppm? have Communion with 
entring into the Church, Saints. 

Urſinus, In the Jewiſh Church 


Baptiſm is the ſolawn they became Members, as 
—_  BoFakry they wu a feſhly, or 
natural Seed of 4 m ; 

- t I but now Members of the 
Goſpel-Church, as the ſpiritual 

Seed of Abraham. Now we mult 

not reckon from Abraham unto 

Chriſt, but from Chriſt to Abra- 


we Abraham's Seed, Gal. 3. 29. 
not ChriſPs becauſe we are A- 
brahams, or our Parents Be- 
Hevers. 

Under the Old Teſtametit, 
Perſons became Members of the 
Church by Generation”; ie 

e 


ham : If we are Chrift®s, then are 


(43 


the New by Regeneration, or at Baptiſm is « 
leaſt a Profeſſion of it. . Hence we - — 
read, Perſons were fir Conver- Po 


\ . 
« 


red, then Baptized, after added ;ytin, feb. 6, 


unto the Church, Acts 23, 4l. I, 2. But the 
My Intent is, to diſplay this Foundation- 
Sacrament in its Apoſtolick Pri- © rinciple of 


mitive Purity, free from the A- þ,:., :. choca. 
dnkeratibes of Men, a Sin WY 
which God charged upon the 
Learned Jews, that they made 
void the Commands of God by 
their Traditions. O that none 
of the Learned among the Gen- 


tiles, eſpecially thoſe of the 
Reformed Churches, may be 
chargeable with ſetting up Mens Mar. 5-6,9- 
Inventions in the room of | 
Chriſt's Inſtitutions. 


'S 


3 


_ 


* 
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> 
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(8) 


CHAP. I. SE 


MPT His Text, He that believeth, 


and 1s Baptized, is a great. 


part of the Commiſſion, which is 
the Foundation and Warrant 
for all Goſpel-Miniſters Preach- 
ing and Baptizing unto the end 
of the World. 


Obedience 1s to be 
grounded upon the M{1- 
jeſty of the Commandey, 
not the Judgment of. 
the Subjett, 

The Architeft was re- 
warded with a bundle 
of Rods, for bringing,as 


© - bethought, a fitter piece 


of Timber than was 


commanded by the Ro- 
man Conſul. 


And it coft 4 Roman 
Gentleman bis Life, his 
ewnFather being 7uag, 


tho conquering an Ent- 
"my, being done contrary 


to bis General's Com- 
mand. Remembtr 
Nadab ard Abihu, 


It's worth our noting ; 


Here 1s firſt Faith, then 
Baptiſm. Therefore to 
baptize before there be a- 
ny appearance of Faith, is 
directly contrary unto this 
unerring ſtanding Ryle, 
and doth reflect upon our 
Lord and Lawgiver, as if 
he ſpoke raſhly and incon- 
ſiderately, putting that 
firſt which ſhould be laſt, 
and that laſt which ſhould 
be fir#. And ſo in the pa- 
rallel Text, Mat. 28. 18, 
there 1s fir## Teaching be- 
fore baptizing,not firſt bap- 
tized, but taught firſt, 


From this part of our Lord's 
Commiſſion, we colle& theſe 


Truths, 


Dok, 1, 


.- 


I 


(9) 

Do#. 1. It's the unalterable 
Will ot Jeſus Chriſt, whois King 
and Law-giver to his Goſpel- 
Church, that all Perſons believe 
before they are baptized. 


Do@. 2. It's the indiſpenſa- 
ble Duty of all true Believers to 
be Baptized. 


| call it an indiſpenſable Duty, 
becauſe I know no Place where 
ourLord hath left this to the Li- 
berty of Believers -to do it, or 
[cave it undone, as belt pleaſeth 
them. 

Therefore if this be your 
Lord and Saviour's Will, Be- 
lievers, pray obey him. In your 
Prayers you deſire you may be 
enabled to do his Will on Earth 
as it 1s in Heayen : This 1s one 
part of his Divine Will; Your 
Redeemer was willing to be bap- 
tized in Blood for your - Salvati- 
on, and will not you be baptt- 
zed in Water, in obedience to 
his Commiſlion 2 Moreover, 


Chriſt calls it, a fulfilling of all Mat. 3. 15, 


Righteouſneſs. 1 am perſwaded, 
ſhould God have commanded 
ſome 


2 Kings $8. 13, 


7 Joſh. 6. 13; 


Exod, 20. 24, 
25. 


4 Levit. 8, 2 4» 


1 Aﬀts 9.18, 


(10) 


ſome great Thing, as was once 
ſaid to Naaman the Syrian, it 
would have been done by many 
in the Reformed Churches be- 
fore now: How much rather, 
when he only ſaith, Go, waſh and 
be clean ? Or, as Ananias unto St. 
Paul, Ariſe, and waſh away thy 
Sins, VIZ. Sacramentally and Sym- 
bolically, as it is in the Lord's 
Supper. Take heed, my Friends, 
you are not guilty of Contempt, 
looking upon ChrifPs Ordinan- 
ces as mean low and little 
things; for nothing is mean that 
hath ChriſPs Authority ſtamp*d 
upon it, tho 1t were the blowing 
of Rams-horns round the Walls 
of Jericho : Making an Altar of 
Earth, or rough Stone ; taking 
the Blood of the Treſpaſs-Offer- 
ing, putting it on the Lap of the 
High-Prieſt's right Far, the 
Thumb of the right Hand, the 
great Toe of the right Foot, 
having on it a Divine Stamp, tis 
an Argument ſufficient for our 
Obedience. 

- St. Paul, a very learned Man ; 
the Eunuch who was Lord Trea- 


ſurer / 


(11) 


ſurer under Candace Queen of 
Ethiopia, Criſpus a chief Ruler, 
Conſtantine and Theodoſqus great 
Emperors, our Lord, the only 
Potentate, accounted it ſo ho- 
nourable a thing, as to practiſe 
it, when about thirty Years of 
Age, and led us the way, as well 
by his Example as Commiſſion. 
Nothing ſure can be more obli- 
ging Believers unto Obedience, 
than their Saviour*s Precept and 


Precedent, 
CHAP, IL 
What Baptiſm is. 


| I, Negatively It's not Not edvnts, 
ſprinkling,dropping,or popr- but Sang, 
ing of Water. Sprinkling is Mat 28. 18, 
known to be Rantiſing, not Bap- " ** 
tiſing, or Baptiſm. Baptiſm 1s 

an external waſhing, plunging 

or dipping a profeſt Believer, in 

the Name of the Father, Son, 

and Holy Ghoft. 

, Which 


(12) 
Whichl1 thus demonſtrate, 

The Hehrew I.. From the Scripture-accep- 
word Tabal, tation of the Word ; the-word 
227) Dip. Baptize in the New Teſtament, 
Toe Septuagmt 1s taken from the word Djp in 
44.c ro ., the Old, as the Learned.do 
Dr. Hammond KNOW : Where ?tis ſaid, Joſeph's 
wotes on John Coat was dipt 11 Blood. The PrieſPs 
13-10. Finger dipt in Blood. Alſher's 
Gen. 37-31. Foot dipt in Oil, The Prieſts Feet 
4 = = dipt in Jordan. Naaman waſhd 
* >Kings 5. 14. 97 dipt ſeven times 1mm the ow 
+ Joſh.3.15. FKiver; with many more places 
EEC of Scripture. Moreover, tis 
| worth our noting, the word 
& John 13. 26. Cranſlated Dip, concerning the. 
” Rev. 19.13. Sop Judas bad: And where it's 
E Luke 16. 24 ſaid, Chriſt*s Veſture was dipt in 
Blood, it is from the ſame Ori- 
ginal word Baptiſm is, that our 
Tranſlators might ( had they 
pleaſed ) have rendred the word 
Baptizing, Dipping, being from 
the ſame Theme Bapto, as Bap- 

tiſm 15. 
Weare much to be governed 
by: the: Common and Vulgar ac- 
\ ceptation of words,as they were 
uſed and underſtood. among all 
Nations. God fo inſpired the 
Prophets 


"i _ 
. 
. 

. 


«' 


"= 


to ſprinkle as well as dip. Mr. 


to ar 
-— Spd. 


. i” > .” 
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(13) 
Prophets and Apoſtles, to deli- 
ver his Mind always in fuch 
words, as were underſtood a- 
mong the vulgar and ordinary 
People, or elſe they would have 
been Barbarians unto them. We 
cannot underſtand each other in 
Diſcourſe, but this way;lI call for 
a Book, it's readily given me, 
becauſe every one knows what 
it iswe call a Book : So if Tabal 
were uſed among the Hebrews 
for Dip,” in the common Accep- 
tation ; 'and the Learned #He- 
brews, by the Order of Ptolomy 
King of Egypt, did tranſlate that 
word Baptizo, which was com- 
monly accepted for Dip among 
the Grecians ; and we-alfo tran- 
ſlate Baptizo, Dip; none but an 
Enthuſiaſt will pbje& againſt the 
common acc@tation of words. 
This puts me in mind- of a 
Diſcourſe between Biſhop U/her 
and Mr. Hanſerd Knowllys, about 
the Propriety of the word Bap- 
7. Bifhopſaid it fignifed. 


Knowllys aid, it ſignified only 
there being other words 


* WE T"LIILEILEEELIAELES, TLLILLILLALALEAEECS. es WY 
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(14) 
'Ti obſervable, in the Greek for ſprinkling and 
Ae to waſb, pouring. To end this Contro- 
X6@ yts verſy, thoſe who conld produce 

viable, are ne- The beſt and moſt Authors for 
ver taken or uſed their Senſe, ſhould carry it : the 
for Dip or Bap- Biſhop, after ſome ſearch, found 


tixe 3 107 Ea®- Tio for his Opinion 3 Mr. 


/ m{@, ſimply ta- 


hen for Waſhing, Knowllys brings Seventy for his 


F &y ſprinkling oo Two, namely, the Septuagint ; 


owing. Dan- and fſo the Controverſy ended. 
vers 01 Baptiſm, The Writings of the moſt 


* Þ. 206, Learned of the Contrary Mind, 


do confeſs, that the Original 
* Bapſw. Word* from whence Baptiſm is 
taken, \ſignifieth properly to dip. 

Leigs Critica Sacra, faith, Ti 
rate ſagnification of the Word, 
5, to dip into, or plunge un- 
der Water, as the Dyer dips bus 
Cloth in bs Fats. The Book 'of 
Canons ſaith, Tou ſhall. dip, &c. 
Sothe Dutch tranflate the'Word, 
Ende doc Je- I, thoſe Days came John the 
ſus ghe _ Dipper ;. and when Feſus was 
= gn 4 dipt, he came out of the” Water. 
den Water, Calum faith, We ſee: what Faſhion 
the Ancients bad to Adminiſter 
Baptiſm, for they plunged thi whole 


" Body into Water. 


+2, 1 he 


(15) 
2. The end of the Ordinance 


nd ”wr 
ſheweth Baptiſm to be dipping : 

'0- which is to hold forth unto a 

= Believer, the Death, Burial, and 


h Reſurreion of Chriſt ;, as the A- 
4 poſtle ſaith, Rom. 6. 4. We are 
buried with him in Baptiſm. Al- 
though there be no manner of 
” | Smilitude. and likeneſs between 
'3 | Chris Deathand Burial, with 
ſprinkling a little Water on the 
Face, yet burying in the Water - 
is as lively a Similitude and 
| Likeneſs of Jeſus Chri{Ps Death, 
as the breaking Bread, and pour- 
ing out the Wine is at the 
Lord's Table : So that they loſe 
one great End of this Ordinance, 
who Rantize inſtead of Baptize ; 
for no Man accounts him buried, 
who hath only Earth caſt. on his 
Face, but he who is in the 
Heart of the Earth, and covered 
' with the ſame. Y 
3. John the beloved Diſciple, 
gives this as the Reaſon why 
John the Baptiſt baptized in E- John. 23: 
non, becauſe there was much Wa- 
ter there, the place was. commo- 
dious for that Ordinance; Hence 
/ "OI our 


> 


lit... AM 


= 
_ 4 . - ” 
£ - L 
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(a6) 
our bleſſed Saviour' came from 
From Galilee Galilee to Fordan, to be bapt 12ed of : 
to Jordan, him there ; which it Sprinkling 
where John ould havedone,there had been 


b | a, # . 
p.m fag > no need of much Water nor Ri- 


forty miles. VETS, | 
4. That Baptiſm 1s Dipping, 


appears from Scripture-Meta- 
phors explaining it : Our Lords 
Sufferings are called a Baptiſm, be- 
cauſe hts Pains were not only up- 
No ſuch thing On one part of his Body, but 
as Sprinkling or his whole Soul and Body was bap- 
7 #7 tized and plunged into Sorrows. 
Days, = may | us one that 15 Baptized, 1s 
Aes after. plunged under Water, to ſhew 
Mede's Diatri- how Chriſt was Baptized and 
be, plunged into Sorrows for Man's 
ſake. Great Meaſures of the Spirit 

are alſo diſcovered, by Perſons 

being iaid to be Baptized with the 

ARS 1.5 Spirit; for where the word Bap- 
tiſm is uſed, whether it be join- 

ed with Suffering, with the Spirit, 

or with Water, it always holds 
forth a great quantity, either of 

Sufferings, of the Spirit, or Water. 

5. Hence 1n the 5th place, The 

vaſt height of Waters which 
ſtood above the Church in the Red 


. 'Y See, 
0 OP IETIIInnroom—onpoppommnmrmamarmn mon 


Luke 15. $0. 


(17) 

Sea,like a lugh Wall, is called, .4 1 Cor. ro. 2,35 
Baptiſm unto Moſes, m the Cloud, 
and in the Sea, becauſe encom- 
paſſed with it; for the Ordinante 
of Baptiſm was not then in 
force ; but Circumciſion there- 
fore cannot be meant God's Or» 
dinance of Baptiſm, but ſhew- 
eth the great Care God had of 
his Church, that as he fed them 
miraculouſly, and gave them 
Water out of a Rock in the 
Wilderneſs ; fo he did not leave Baftifn ſrenif- 
them in the Red Sea, but in- 7 Pry, 
compaſs d them about by his Di- 4 1 
vine Providence, with Water $y dipping. 
and the Cloud, as Perſons are Dr. Taylor's 
encompalled with that Element ft »f Com 
when Baptized. —_ 

Hence in the 6tb place. Bap- 
tiſm is explained by the Jeta- 
phor of @ Garment; which the 
Apoſtle refers unto, when he 
calls Baptiſm, 4 putting on Chriſt, Gal. 3- 29. 
As the Servant, by his Lord's 
Livery, declares whoſe he is; 
{ the long white Robe of Bap- 
tiſm ſheweth us to be the Ser- * 


vants of the Lord Fefws. 
B (7-) Bap- 


(15) 

(7.) Baptiſm is not only cal- 
led a Waſhing, by Ananias and 
Peter, ( Ads 22.16. 1 Pet.3.21. 
Tit. 3.5.) but the waſhing of the 
Soul in Regeneration, 15 held forth 
Auſtin and 74 this Symbol and Sign, by the 


Paulinus, 3: the 
0h Cotes, i Apoſtle Paul, when he ſpeaks of 


England, Bap- the waſhing of Regeneration unto 
tized great tus. Now we know, every 
Multitudes in Faculty of the Soul is waſhed in 


the River Trent the Blood of Chriſt; and eve- 
and Swale. 


— Faculty ſanctihed by the Ho- 
Mr. Fox, there 1y Spirit, not a part of the Fa- 
was no uſe of Culties, but all the Faculties ; 
Fonts thu, therefore wiſely ſet forth by 


Fox's Afts and : 
penokerned Baptiſm, wherein not only 4 


:- Vol.r, Part, but the whole Body is waſh'd 
4-4 oy and cleanſed in Water. 

(8.) This is further cleared 
from the practice of the moſt 
pure Apoſtolick Times. ?T1s ſaid 
of our moſt bleſſed Lord Jefus, 

Mat. 3. 15> That he went up out of the Wa- 
16,Y7- ter which in common ſenſe ſig- 
nifies, He firſt went down, not 
only to the Water, but mis the 
Water, and came up out of the 
Water. Of Philip and the Eunuch 
ARs 8. 36,40 *tis ſaid, They went down both, 
not only to the Water, but mto the 
"y Water, 


NC 


» (= 
Water, and came up out of the 
Water - if Sprinkling would have 
done, they need only go to and 
come from it ; but they knew 
the Commiſſion could not be an- 
ſwered, unleſs they went down | 
into the Water. Thus you ſee The Miziſter 
the Places where the Apoſtles *o 4ip in Water, 
Baptized, were in Rivers, and CO 
where was much Water : You 2,77 ntes 
ſee their A& and Poſture, they ir. Rogers on 
went down into the Water ; the Sacrament. 
you ſee their End was, fo exhi- 
bit and ſhew forth Chriſt's 
Death, Burial, and ReſureQi- 
ON. 

If any ſhould ask, Why Sprink- 
ling will not do as well as Dipping ? 

I anſwer, (T.) Becauſe that 15 

another thing than Chriſt hath 
commanded ; and *tis high pre- | 
ſumption to change Gods Ordj- Ia. 24 5+ 
nances. Tho there was no more 
virtue in the Waters of Jordan, 
than of Damaſcus ; yet Naaman 
muſt keep to God's Appoint- 
ment. (2.) In ſodoing, we loſe 
the End of the Ordinance, which 
as aforeſaid, is to ſhew forth 
the Death and ReſurreQtion -of 
B 2 Chrilt. 


(20) 
Chriſt. (3.) We muſt keep the 
1 Cor. 11. 2: Ordinances as they were deli- 
'Tis a known VEred unto vs ; as Moſes was to 
Maxim, to pra- Make all things according to the 
> | as a Fry Pattern ſhewed him m the 
F mew 9 Mount. (4.) God is a Jealons 
-=Y} oy "* God,and ſtands upon ſmallthings 
withoat 1" Th in Matters of Worſhip: Had 
| Pfitiutin, ought doſes and Aaron but lifted uP a 
:14 Y ve wg Tool upon the Altar of roff 
25: 4 Mean 4 Stone to beautify it, they would 
OT chat there 3s 2 Dave Poluted it; becauſe contra- 
neceſſity ſor Ty to the Command. (5.) This 
Scriprure-Ai= hath no. likeneſs to the holy Ex- 


F thority 10 was- Chi Is / * 
NF a 6 order onplcs of Chriſt and his Apo 

F | nance and Pra. I-105- 

I Aice in Divine Worſhip, # owned by Lather,. Auſtin, Calvin, 
| ] Baſil, Theoph. Tertul, My, Bally and in the 6th Article of 

\ Fi the Church of Englimd ; atfo Bellarmine. 


CHAP. Iv. © 
Shewing thit profeſſint Be- 
lievers, and them only, are ( 
the proper Subjeits of Bay- 
F718. 


__, Which1demonſtiate; - ry 
2ſt, From Goſpel-Precept : 
A. Our Text ſaith, He-that be- 


lieveth 


*— 
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lieveth, and 15 baptized. The pa; Eraſinus ſaith, 
ralle] Text, Aaat. 28. Is worthy 'Ts no where in 


lion. - The Commiſſion is, Go ; EY 
NEA 

the Subjects ſpoken ta, are, bis 

Apoſtles ; the Matter of it is, to 

teach, aud baptize ; the Extent 

of it is, mmto 4ll the Warld, nat 0x- 

ly in. hot Countries, but in Cold. 

The Orger in this Gammiſſion 

is, firit t teach, then after taught xcav4muaurr. 

and diſcipellized,zo baptize them. 

T herefore to baptize them, be- ys mer with vo 

fore taught, is quite cantrary to Example in 

the Command. The words of S-ipture for 

Inſtitution, in whoſe Name it is *22*Ri2 T1- 

to be done, 1s the glorious Fri- Janes, Magd. 

2 : Hiſt. Cent, 1. 
nity, 1x the Name of Fatber, Sp, L. 2. P. 196, 
and Holy Spirit > this mutt be 
ſome great thing which is done 
by ſo great Authority. Unto 
this is annexed a gloriqus Pro- 
miſe of Divine Preſence, not on- 
ly to the End of that Age, but 
the End of the Warld z and to * PFs 
Put us out of all doubt about it, 

Mis back'd with an Afleyeration, ; 
Amen, {0 it ſha} he. Finally, here 
is a Note of Obſervatian, [Z9] 
our Lorg wauid not haye- fo 

ALS 2 great 


(22) 
great a Commiſſion and Promiſe 
diſregarded; therefore faith he, 
Lo, that is, obſerve what I have 
ſaid: wherever you find the word 
Lo, Mark, or Behold, you will al- 
ways find ſomething very conſi- 
derableit relates untoin theCon- 
text. Now in purſuance of this 
Commiſſion, Petey exhorted the 
Murderers of Chriſt, when they 
were convicted, and cried out, 
What ſhall we do ? he ſaith, Repent, 
and be baptized, every one of you, 
mn the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, for 
the Remiſſion of Sins, and ye ſhall 
recerve the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt. 

21y, This appears from Goſpel- 

Precedent and Example ; the A- 

poſtles in purſuance 'of their 
Commiſſion, baptize none elſe 

but ſuch. Hence John the Baptiſt 

As 1faac was tells the Phariſees and Sadduces 
brought jorth by which came to his Baptiſm, they 
ne w as muſt fir#t bring forth Fruit meet 
be born of whe fr, or to amendment of Life, and 

Word of God, not to think the old Argument 

which only for Circumciſion, [ that. Abraham 

Makes —_ # was their Father] would give 

- foul them a right to Goſpel-Ordi- 

Ceit.5. $.363. Dances. ' It's not the. Faith of 

| | Parents 


|! 1 nant. as 


a a. > a 44. 


ww wv 


=] 
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Parents gives Children a right 
to the Seals of the New Cove- 
nant, but a perſonal Faith ; hence 
Philip would not baptize the 
Erwnuch, 'but upon profeſſion of 
Faith. In a word, all the Primi- 
tive Churches were conſtituted 
and planted npon this Foundati- 
on-Principle, as theſe Scriptures Heb. 6. 1,2. 
ſhow in the Margent, viz. the HE 
Church at Feruſalem, Samaria, Chap. 16. 4 
Ceſaria, Philippi, Coloſs, Corinth, Colofl. 2. 10. 
Rome, Galatia, Epheſus, &c. To ARts 18.8, 
conclude, If the Churches of _— 6. 4- 
Chriſt were ſo planted and con- _ S- | 
ſtituted in the Primitive Times, Epheſ. 4, mY 
they ought to be ſo ſtill, unleſs 
any can ſhew where Chriſt hath 
ſince that altered the Conſhtuti- 
on of his Churches. 

3ly, This Ordinance cannot 
concern Infants, but Behevers ; 
becauſe its a teſtification of the 
Remillion. of Sins,and Salvation, 
to the worthy Recerver and SubjetF ARs 2+ 38. 
of it; elſe why doth Peter pro- Mark 16. 16. 
miſe remiſhon of Sin, and the Gift 
of the Holy Ghoſt to fuch ? And 


' why did our Lord join Faith, 


Baptiſm, and Salvation all in one 
4 B 4 Verſe, 


(24) 
Baptiſm is never Verſe, but that the Ordinance 
—_ (Re ber ſhould be a Pledg to the Belie- 
fon of Sins and VET of thoſe great things? We 
Eternal Lift, Collect as much from As 22. 
but ſomething of 16,where Auanias exhorted Paul, 
Duty,Choice,and to ariſe, and be baptized, and waſh 
4 yan 7 ur away bis Sins ;, that is, put that 
order to the pro- Duty in practice which will be 
duftion of the a Confirmation of thy Tuſtificati- 
End jo mention- oy, ;, {0 we underſtand Peter, The 
4. Dr. Taylor. ike Figure, whereunto Baptiſm 

doth now ſave us, viz. As the Ark 

was the inſtrumental way of 

God's ſaving Noah by his Grace, 
Een {o Faith in ChrifPs Death and 
Mariage-Ring, Reſurrection, is the way God 
Miitary Preſs- faves our Souls, this being con- 
mony, our in- firmed unta us in the Figure of 
rhe 1, Baptiſm, as well as at the Lord's 
and Cognizance, Idle. But what have Infants to 
our Ship, ow do With this, who are not capa- 
Ark, our R:d- hle to take in the Comfort exhi- 
Sea, our pitting bited and held forth in it ? This 
gum + Da 5 Meat for firong Men, not Babes. 
id 4ly, Behevers only muſt be 

the Subjects of this Ordinance, 

becauſe ;it holds forth a Cove- 

nant the Subject makes aZually 

withGog. Hence faith the Apo- 

itle, Rom. 6.3. Know you u0t, 45 
many 


- 
4$— 
. 
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many as were baptized into Chriſt, 
were baptized into bis Death ? as 
if he ſhould ſay, In that Ordi- 
nance you did covenant and pro- 
miſe to dic unto Sin, and live a 
new Life Therefore, ſaith he, 
bow can you that are dead to Sin, 
live any longer therein ? And this 
you have profeſ#d in your Bap- 
tilm, as in the words of the 
Inſtitution, the whole Trinity - ang 

. . . OQUYETLES ave NO 
giyes it ſelf unto the Believer : ,j,,, £4 in 
So he dedicates himſelf yolun- zbly Scripture, 
tarily to the Service of the whole but in the Pope's 
Trinity, Father, Sor, and Spj- Dot, and 
rit. In all Covenants of this Na- Bok. pre od 
ture, there is required, the In- priiument in 
formation of the Judgment, Con- K. Edward the 
ſent of the Will, # muſt be an A $th's time, con- 
of Choice : As the Eunuch ſaid, Lg aj 
See, bere 18 Water, what hinders me dl. ” - : 
to be baptized ?_ But none of theſe thr gud the 
things are agreegbletoan Infagt: 3aſ-Book, 
and as they are not able to en- 4 ſow things! 
ter into Covenant themſelves, if a d.. He. 
others do it for them, ®tis not ,;, rhe other in 
only Unſcriptural, - but Anti- Feglih, Fox's 


 {(criptural. Can Perſons cove- 4s & Mon, 


nant to keep others from Sin, Edit.g, Vol. 2. 
when they find i too hard a 5, 

P. 14,15. 
work 


Faith the Papiſt to the 
Prelat, Tou prove that 
Sacraments convey 
Grace in the very Att, 
as we aſſert; for juſt be- 
fore Baptiſm, the Child 
was an Heir of Hell, 
and Child of Wrath,but 
being baptized, it 15 Re- 
enerated and born 4- 
ain, as your Common- 
Prayer Book ſaith, 


(26) 


work to keep themſelves ? 
5ly, Baptiſm is a lively repre- 
ſentation of Regeneration, there- 
fore can only affect Believers. The 
Apoſtle alludes unto Baptiſm, 
when he ſpeaks of che waſhing of 
Regeneration, Titus 3. 5. His 
meaning 1s, that the Ordinance 
15 a lively Badg, Symbol, and 
Sign of Regeneration, and the 
New Birth. The Apoſtle to the 
Coloſſians, Ch. 2. 12, tells them, 
That their Baptiſm did exhibit and 
ſhew forth their being dead, and ri- 
ſen with Chriſt through that 
Faith, which was of that Omni- 
potent Operation,which raiſed Chriſt 
from the Dead; but no Signs of 
Regeneration appear in Infants 


at Baptiſm: that is un- 
truly ſaid, in the Common- 
Prayer Book.after the Child 


is ſprinkled, Foraſmuch as 


this Child is regenerated and 
born again, which juſt be- 
fore was acknowledged to 
be a Child of Wrath,and an 
Heir of Hell. We ſay, tho 
God hath. promiſed his 
Preſence in all his Ap- 

| pointments 3 


(27) 
pointments; yet we alſo ſay, 
Perſons are not to be "Baptized, 
that they may be Regenerated, 
but to hold forth and ſignify Re- 
generation, therefore Baptiſm 
can no ways affect little Infants. 


CHAP. V. 
Contains the Anſwer of Ob- 


Jections. 


Objection rx. 


FE W Learned Men own this 
way of Baptizing, only a few 
mechanick poor illiterate Perſons. 
I Anſwer. 

The Apoſtle faith, Not many 
wiſe Men after the Fleſh are called, 
x Cor. 1. 24, 29. Chriſt did not 
ordinarily make uſe of the lear- 
ned Rabbies among the Fews to 
preach the Goſpel, but rather 
thoſe who were counted illite- 
rate and ignorant, that no Fleſh 
might glory in his Preſence: Gad 
gets the more praiſe by waking 
| uſe 


(28) - 

uſe of Babes and Suoklings. Chriſt 

Pal.g. 2 Jvhauks the Fatber, that Divine 
Things were bid fram the Wiſe 
4nd Prudent, fuch as the World ſo 
accounted,and revealed unto Babes, 
becauſe they would render the 
Glory unto God, while the 
worldly wiſe Mey would take it 
to themſelves. 2. Thoſe who 
have the moſt humane Litera- 
ture are no Rule, - but God's 
Word : we muſt follow Payl no 
further than he- follows Chriſt. 
3. The Holy Scriptures account 
no Man truly Wiſe and Learned, 
but thoſe taught of God, and that 
keep his Cammands, Pſa). 111. 
10. The Learned Phayiſees, and 
Expounders of the Law, rejected 
the Counſel of God againſt them- 
ſelves, in not being Baptized. 
4. Are there no Learned of this 
Prattice? What think you of Sr. 
See Danvers 01 Auguſtine, Baſil, Gregary Nauy- 
Baptiſm, p. 60, anzen, Ferom, Ambroſe, Ehryſo- 
. 61,62,63- (fom Conftantime, Theedoſtus, Paul, 
range Ber , and as the Crown of all, our Lord 
A Jeſus ? were all theſe Iliteratc 

and [gnorant ! | 


Mat. 11. 27 
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ObjeQ. 


(29) 
Objec. 2. 

The Children of Believers are in They ſz, the 
the Covenant, therefore ought to Foederari were 
have the Seal of the Covenant, Bap- *** *Signati. 
tiſm. 

I Anſwer. 

There is but two ways of be- 
ng in the Covenant; Abſolutely, 
or Conditionally. No Believer Let it foſt be 
dare ſay, all his Infant-Seet are provt, the In- 
in the Covenant of Grace abſo- |n_—_— 
lutely, for then they mult all be Crntteey thes 
ſaved ; but we ſee Abrabam had 21, if fo, that 
an I/hmael, Iſaac an Eſau, David they ought to be 
an Abſalom, Samuel Sons of Belt- "0". * 
al; &c. To that they cannot be £74 carer 
baptized under that Conkiderati- þ,z  l:gal or 
on. Or, 2. Perſons arein the Co- federal Holineſs, 
venant of Grace Conditionally, * 79t to be Cir- 
viz. in caſe they Believe and Re- ©4- 
peat. Now under this Conſi- 
deration, the Children of Un- 
believers have the ſame Intereſt 
in the Covenant, and-Sign of the 
Covenant. And Children of Be- 
lievers have a Yight no other way, 
to the one or other ;, the promiſe of 
Remiſſion, and Gift of the Holy 
Gboſt,, 1s made, as well to the Gon- 
tiles, which are afar off,, as #0 the 
natural 
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#atural Seed of Abraham, it they 

have the ſame Qualifications, 

Atts 2.37. albeit Heathens by Na- 

ture,and theſe are oft-times made 

the Subjects of Grace, when Be- 

lievers Children are left. Hence 

a wicked Abaz, hath a good He- 

zekiah;; ungodly Abia, a good 

Aſa ;, wicked Ammon, a good 

Fofiah ;, idolatrous Jeroboam, * a 

good Abijah. But were all the 

Children of Believers in the Co- 

venant of Grace, it follows not 

that therefore they ought to be 
baptized,no more than they may 

come to the Lord's Supper, be- 

cauſe they want the Qualification 

required in that Duty. And 

7 7 whereas it is further urged, from 
The word Chil- the 2d of the AGs, the Promiſe is 
on —__ to you and your Children, "The 
the F wi ſcope of that place ſeems to he 
and wot particy. this; When the Fews were pric- 
dnl he beſet ked at their Heart for their Cru- 
Chilaren; ®Y cifying Chriſt, upon Peter's Ser- 
—_ br +4 _ they 2 ns Men and 
go Tears a. Brethren, what ſhall we do ? The 
Apoſtle exhorts them what to 

do, viz. Repent, and be Bapti- 

Zed ; and'for their Comfort nb- 

joins, 


(31) 
joins, that the Promiſe of Remi/- 
ſim of Sins, alſo of the Holy 
Ghoſt, was like to be their Por- 
tion, and their Childrens alſo, if 
they did the ſame; tho they once 
called for ChriſPs Blood upon 
their Heads, and their Children, 
yet now if you and your Chil- 
dren believe in that Chriſt you 
have Crucihed, thoſe Promiſes 
areto the one and to the other, 
yea, to all afar off, the poor Gen- 
tiles; for ſince the partition Wall | 
is broken down, Few, Greek, Bar- Col. 3. 17. 
barian, Scythian, Bond,Free, Male, 
Female,all one by Faith in Chriſt; 
For we are all the Children of God 
by Faith in Chriſt Teſus, Gal. 3; 
Object. 3. 
The Infant-Seed of Abraham i es 
was Circumciſed ; therefore the gt nor Exam- 
Infant-Seed of Believers may be ple in God's 
Baptized. Word,js conjeſs'd 
I Anſwer. by —_— = 
Abrabam had a plain InjunCti- as ckenthee, 
on and Command for the for- Bucer. Calvin, 
mer ; Believers have none for the Chockler, Sui- 
Htter. In Matters of Worſhip, piulus, Rogers, 
we muſt keep to the Inſtitution, manor 
as Moſes did to the Pattern gytiſm, p.go, 
' ſhew®d gr. 
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(32) 
ſhew?d him 1a the Mount, Tho 
Lot was a Believer, his Children 
were got to have the ſign of Cir- 
cumcilien, becauſe limited unto 
Abrabam?s Seed and Family, alſo 
to ſuch a Sex, and ſuch a Day. 
So hath God limited Baptiſm to 
Whotver practi- Pemitent Believers ; therefore let 
ſer an Ioigati us keep to the Inſtitution, and 
otherwiſe _ not be wiſe above what is writ- 
mag geen tenzand take not up with a dark 
Law-giver,does Conſequence in the rejection of 
not honour the a plain Command, being not ſo 
Ordizance, but ſatisfying to the true Reaſon of a 
_— xl "5% Man, nor his Conſcience. Thoſe - 
"'* that argue for their Infant- 
Seeds Baptiſm from Circumciſi- 
on being entaiPd unto Abra- 
hams Seed, may as well argue 
and ſay, the Prieſthood was by a 
Covenant entail*d on the Tribe 
of Levi and his Seed, therefore 
the Miniſtry is entawd upon 
Goſpel-Preachers and theirSeed: 
As this cannot be warranted, no 
W more can A veg 
"ie + 4 » ++ 
:.:i7 ;AVhbole Famulies were Baptized : 
+." - Engo, dufants. 


a (33) 


It's fad indeed, ATs 16. 33s Whereas ſome 
T be Jaylor and alt bis were bapti- fay, No dou 
zed; well they might, ſeeing *** the Failor 


2 - , ; 
they all bekeved, ver. 34. $S _ rye 


Criſpus the chief Ruler believed in ny queſtioned, 
God, with all bus Houſe, A&t.18.8. ſeeing it bath 


00 many of the Corinthians 7 _—_ 
earing, believed, and were bap- 1"* 77475 220, 
_ And . for Lydia and hs —_ 7 
Houſhold , thoſe they Baptized, ther not neChild 
thoſe they comforted, ver. 40. But was born to the 
Infants could not'take. in that, 79/-42p"s in 
nor the comfort of that- ſpiritual —_ Cay 
Appellation or Relation of Brethren, © 
as the Apoſtle calls them in Zy- 
dias Houſhold. 

2. The word [all] doth not 
always intend every Individual in 
a Family. . In 1 Sam. 1.21. *tis 
ſaid, Elkanah and all his Houſe 
went up to the yearly Sacrifice to 
Jeruſalem. Yet in the 224 it is 
ſaid, Hannah and the Child Sa- 
muel ſftay'd at Home.. So Augu- 
ſtus Ceſar is ſaid to Tax all the 
Word, Luke 3.1. which was no 
more of the-World,, than that little 
part where the Roman ' Empi 
ſtretched, Should: there be ; 

' C fants 


de 


(34) 


To carry a poor fants in any of theſe Families, no 
got - Jojo charitable 0 car-think'the 
yan Apoſtle would a@ contrary to 
_— his Commiſſion, to baptize ig- 
(be carryit to norant Infants,inſtead of under- 
ar a Serm"1; ſtanding Behevers. 


- 


_——— Obje. 5. 
5/7 7 tet Circumeifion was a Seal of the 


07 Stonevr ſhew New Covenant to Behievers and 
ſome godly thing their Seed under the Law, 'ſo is 
to a blind Man. Bapriſye to the Seed of Chriſtian 


Parents under the Goſpel. 


I Anſwer. 


This Objection is grounded 
upon Rom. 4. 11. where *tis ſaid, 


Some unto whom the 
Covenant of Grace did 
not belong, received the 
Sign of Circumciſion, 4s 
Iſhmael. God ſaid,the 
Covenant ſhould not be 
eſtabliſhed with him,but 
Iſaac. So Eſau, and 
all the Strangers in A- 
braham's Houſe, or 
bought with Mony int 
Iſrael, that were Cir- 
cumciſed, of wham it 
may as well be doubted 
whether the New Cout- 
_—y — 
tothem 5, therefor:” 


Abrabam received the Sign 
of Circumciſion, a Seal of 
the Righteouſneſs of bhts 
Faith. Firſt, Conſider, it's 
not ſaid, Circumciſgon was 
a Seal of the New Covenant 
to Abraham and bt 'Seed, 
that 1s begg?d in the Ob- 
jection ; the Text faith, It 
was a Token of the Righte- 
ouſneſs of Abraham?s Faith. 
But it could not be a Seal 
of Faith to an Infant 
which had none. The 
ſcope of the Apoſtle - 

this 


oO QA © 


.. Ai. 


(35) 
this Chapter is to ſhew, miſtake to ſay Circus 
that Abrabam was I _ = 

. . 4 enp- - 
Not juſtified Works, braham's Seed, ſotings 
no not by Circumciſion, ſme of them had it chat 
but by Faith, which he had were .oxt of the Covt- 


long before he was Cir- 6 . on + 
cumciſed. The reaſon of 7 *  Gai4.a9. 


his Circumciſion was, to 
be a Seal and Confirmation to 
him, that he by his Faith ſhould 
be a Father of- many Nations ; 
and that the poor Gentiles ſhould 


| be accepted of God by Faith, 


without the Works of the Law, 
though not circumciſed, ſeeing 
Abrabanf's Faith was imputed to 
him for Righteouſneſs,not when 
Circumcifed, but Uncircumciſed. 
This being the ſcope. of - this 
Place,” a Man had need have a 
great deal of skilt to prove Pedo- 
Baptiſm from it. 
ObjeQ. 6. 

Chriſt faid, Suffe# little Chil- 

dren to come unto me, &Cc. 
_ T1 Anſwer. 
For what were thoſe Children R. - bo if as 

brought to'Chriſt ? not. to be ,7",4,, 1 
Baptized, for he Baptized none 5 Servants ds it 
*trs enough for the Lord t6-Com- by his Commiſ- 

. GC 2 mand þ9. 
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mand his Servants todo it. Theſe 
Children were brought to Chr:ſt, 
probably to be touch*d by him 
Conſider, bere is tO the , healing ſome Dileaſes, 
not one word of Luke 18. and he put bus Hands 
Baptiſm iu this you them, and prayed, Mat. 1 9. 
be the Gree 13. Not to Baptize them ; for 
word frenifeth WE cannot imagine our Lord 
a Child capable would act contrary to his own 
of teaching, for Commiſſion, which was, to Bap- 
'tis the jame t;2e them who were firſt taught and 
word, where "ts did beliddd 
ſaid, Timorhy ©1# 9HeVe. ; 
knew from a Again, becauſe Chriſt ſaith, Of 
Child the Holy ſuch 1s the Kingdom: of Heaven. 
Scriptwes, Some infer, they may be bapti- 
that is, ſince be 2d, having a right unto the 
was a Boy, not h he leſſi 
an Infant. So &reater, much more tothe leſſer. 
Piſcator main- We ſay, this 18a non ſequitur - It 
tains it, does not follow Perſons may, 
by EleCtion, have a right to the 
Kingdom of Glory, yet ng right 
to Goſpel-Ordinances, becauſe 
under no Obligation to it by any 
Precept or Promiſe, and wanting 
thoſe Qualifications which the 
Goſpel requires. . By the ſame 
Argument-, Infants may -be 
brought to the Euchariſt, or Ta- 
ble of the Lord, becauſe, what 
fits them. for the one, fits them 
for the other. Obje&. 


(37) 
Object. 7. 

If the fir Fruit be Holy, the 
Lump 1s alſo Holy ;, if the Root be 
Holy, fo are the Branches. Hence 
ſome would infer a Derivative-Ho- 
lineſs from the Parent to the Chil- 
dren, therefore to be baptized. 

I Anſwer. 

This Objection is raiſed from 
Rom, 11.16. The ſcope of the 
Apoſtle 1n this place is to ſhew, 
That Abraham, Father of the 
Faithful, 15 the Root ;, not as a Na- 
tural, but Spiritual Father : And 
if we boaſt our ſelves of being 
Branches of this Root, we muſt 
have the Faith of our Father .4- 
brabam; for the grafting in here 
does not conſiſt in ontward Or- 
dinances, but in faving' Grace ; 
not -ir- the Viſible, but Inviſible 
Church by Faith. RR, 

Mark, none can be .calted Fa- 7 *" 
ther of the Faithful, but” Abraham 
only : No particular Behever, 
which is but a Branch: of this 
Root, can infer they are a Holy 
Root-to their Poſterity, becauſe 5 I. cy 
Abraham is called the' Either of 9 5421. 
the” Faithful, for Abraham 1s a 
C 3 SPIrt- 


them a littral 
Canaan : wito 
bis Spiritual 


giving them 4 
Spiritual Ga- 
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Spiritual Father, but we are ac- 
counted Natural. 

In this Chapter, thewhole Bo- 
dy of Believers are compared un- 
to the Olive-tree, each - Belie- 
ver to a Branch, which partakes 
of the Root and Fatneſs of the 
Olive-Tree; which Root and 
Fatneſs 1s Chriſt, the grafting in 
is by Faith into the Inviſible 
Church, which was firſt among 
the Jews,therfore called,the Olive 
Tree out of Abraham the Root ; 
who is here ſaid to bear them : 


Sed was a God for Abraham ſtood in a double 
RR —_ Capacity, one as a Natural Fa- 
24 be natur 

Sted, in giving 


ther to the Jews, the other as a 
Spiritual Father to the Gentzles. 
According to the former Capa- 
city, ſome are called Branches 


Sed a God, n according to Nature; but in 


the latter, the Gentiles -are cal- 
led wild Olhve-Trees by Nature, 
yet grafted in by Faith, this be- 
ing the Scope. | 

He muſt be a Man of great 
Learning, that will undertake to 
prove Infant-Baptiſm from this 
Scripture. Muſt the Child be 


: neceſſarily Holy, and in Cove- 


- 
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nant,becaufe the Father is ? Muſt 
the' Child be Baptized becauſe 
the Father -is Good ? this hath 


no Watrant from God's Word, 
which is our Rule.” 
Object. B. 
Many godly learned Men gre Many Learned 
for Peao or Infant-Baptiſm. Men ave a 
gains Injant- 
I Anſwer rc F, i 


With Sir Walter Rawleigh from natiſts, Nova- 
Vadianus, we paſs over many tions,Walden- 
groſgErrors by the Authority of cs Albigenſes, 
great Men. Arethere not many ——_— 
in the Roman Cominunion' who bis Apoſles 
are very Learned ? The Phariſees Humanum ct 
and Lawyers were Learned Men, errare. 
who rejetFed the Counſel of God a- 
gainſt themſelves in not being Bap- 
tized, Luke 7. 35. Say not as 
they once faid, Have any of the 
Rulers believed on him ? © 

Godly Men are not to be imi- 
tated mm thet#*Errors, but their Ver- 
tues. Elias wasa good Man, yet 

called for Fire from Heaven. We Luke 5+ 
muſt not do ſo. Luther was found 
in Juſtification by Faith 1n Chriſt, 
yet was not to be imitated in 
Conſubſtantiation, &c. Aſa and 
Jeboſhaphat were good Men, yet 
C 4 both 


% 
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both out in not removing the 
High Places, 1 King.1 5.4. That; 
which 1s called the Reformed Re 
l;zion, had better deſerved that 
Name, had they ſhut out that. 
Relique of Antichriſt, Infant- 


Baptiſm. 
Object. 9. 
Infant-Baptiſm 15 no where for- 
bidden. 
I Anſwer. 


E it lawful br- W Rere-ever Chriſt commands 
caaſe not forbid- the Baptizing Believers, there is 
dm? It 5 thet- 20, implicit prohibition of all o- 
es thers not ſo qualified. MNadab 
ture doth nos and Abibu had no prohibition 
command it. E- from uſing ſtrange Fire,'yet de- 
very Affirmative ſtroyed for not uſing that Fire 
_—_— ,4 , upon the Altar which was com- 
4 mg '* manded, and uſing that which 
Tertullian, the Lord commanded not. By 
this way of arguing, we may 
bring in the Baptizing of Bells, 
as the Book of Martyrs tells us of 
them that did it, and an hundred 

more Ceremonies of Rome. 

Object. 10, 

T hoſe the Apoſtles Baptized,were 
converted from Paganiſm, Hea- 
theniſm, whoſe Parents never be- 

lieved 
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lieved in Chriſt, as ours, but were 
Heathens. 

I Anſwer. 

There is no more reaſon to criftionity is 
baptize the Child of a Believer, not hereditary, 
than the Child of an Unbeliever s tbe Son of 4 
as ſuch; and there's the ſame in —— 
reaſon to baptize the Child of an Þ@u, ard Sa- 
Infidel, if it believes, as the muel Sons of 
Child of a Believer, upon his or Belial. 
her perſonal Faith : The worthi- 
neſs or unworthineſs of the Parent, 
does not affet# the Children, ſo as 
to make them fitter or unfitter for 
Goſpel-Ordinances, if they bring 
forth Fruit meet for Repentance ;, 
tho their Parents were Idolaters, 
they are proper Subjects of Go- 
ſpel-Ordinances ; and if the Pa- 
rents are never: ſo Holy, unleſs 
the Children have perſonal actu- 
al Faith,; they are not to meddle 
with God's'moſt holy Things: 

Whereas you ſay, they were oth 
Heatbens the Apoſtles baptized ; Tm_ 
we ſay, they were Chriſtzans, Be- 
lievers: | Was the Lord Jeſus an 
Heathen? The Ennuch, a Wor- 
ſhipper of the, true God ;.-and 
Cornelis \Prayers and ;Alms .*:.: 

came y 


Common Gen- 
dr. 


1 Tim. 2. $. 


Gal. 3. 28, 
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came. up before God for a Me- 
morial ; but whatever they were 
before Faith, Heathens or Infi- 
dels,the Apoſtles baptized them, 
not until they believed, and be- 
came Chriſtians. ?Tis moſt likely 
thoſe who baptize Infants, bap- 
tize Heathens ; for we ave all the 
Children of Wrath by Nature,Eph. 
2. 3. . Itis you plead for Bapti- 
zing Heathens, we plead for Bap- 
tizing Believers and Chr:ſtians. 
ObjeR. ir. | 

T heve 1s no expreſs Command 
for Womens recervimg the' Lord*s 
Supper, yet there may be gbod Con- 


ſequences to prove 1t lawful , ſo of 


Infant-Baptsſm. 
T Anſwer. GE 
Whowill ſay there's no Com- 
mand for Women's communica- 
ting, ſo long as that ſtands upon 
Record, 1 Cor. 11.28. But let a 


"ArSewa@ the ſan examine bimſeif, and ſo let 


bim-eat ? "The Learned do know 
the original word fignifieth Man 
or Woman.' The Apoſtle faith, 
Theres one” Mediator between God 
and Man; the word fignifieth 
Man or Woman, AMale or __ 
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all one + Chriſt ;, it is the ſame 
word with the former in the O- 
riginal. 

Moreover, we read of Wo- 
men who believed and were 
Baptized, As 8. 12. ſoare fitly 
qualified for the Lord's Table. 
We have alſo an Example of 
Women's communicating : in 
A@.1,1 3,14. we read, Mary; and 
other Women, with the-reſt of 
the Diſciples, were altogether. 
Andin A@#.2,44. it's faid,all that 
believed were together ; and in ver. , 
42. theſe continued ftedfaſtly in the 
Apoſtles DofFrme, and in Fellow- 
ſhip, and im breaking of Bread, and 
in Prayer. So that here is a Com- 
mand:;and an Example for Wo- 
mens communicating, tho none 
for Infants Baptiſmy, therefore 
the Objeftion is falſe and weak. 


ObjeR. 12, 

Infants are I, therefore 

they may be Baptize 

» 1 Anſwer. 

This Objection being. ground- 
edon AF.15.10,11.we ſhall ſhew 
the Occaſion and Scope. of it, 
and fee whether it can ww In- 
US | nts 
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fants Diſciples, or that they 
ought 'to be Baptized. 
Some having aſſerted, who 
came from Judea, Unleſs a Man 
was Circumciſed, be could not be 
ſaved. Then the Church of 44- 
tioch determined, that Paul and 
Barnabas, with certain of the 
Church, ſhould go to Feruſalem, 
to the Apoſtles and Elders, con- 
cerning this Queſtion :- which 
when they came together to 
conſider this Matter, Peter roſe 
up, and ſaid, Why tempt you God, 
Ads 15.10, to put 4 Toke upon the Necks of the 
This proves not Diſciples, which neither our Fa- 
Infants Diſc- y1,0; nor we were able to bear ? 
ples, nather that we” Mean f the  Apoſtl 
they ought to be I DE Meaning or the . Apoltie 
baptized. is, Why ſhould we impoſe the 
Yoke of Circumciſion upon the 
Necks of the Diſciples ? viz. 
Believing Gentiles, which are by 
no Law obliged unto it ; this is 
to bring, us' unto that'Bondage 
God hath delivered us from. 
Now how . this doth prove In- 
fants' Diſciples, and ſo. onght to 
be Baptized; I-leave to all judi- 
cious:Conſiderers; 


Object. 


0 ww | © ww wW 


ww 


3 Gu aww 1 


a QA V 


(45) 
Objed&. 13. 


Circumciſion nor Uncircumeiſzon 
avails any thing, but a New Crea- 
ture. We fear Perſons lay too 
much ſtreſs upon Circumſtantials, 
not minding the Power of Godli- 


neſs. 
I Anſwer. 

Thoſe who lay too much ſtreſs 
upon Circumſtantials,*tis doubt- 
leſs their Evil: But can any lay 
more ſtreſs upon it, than our 
Saviour, who though unſpotted, 
yet would not hve without it, 


and calls it Righteouſneſs ? The 7h Circumciſion 


laying the ſtreſs of our Happi- 
neſs upon Chriſt, ſhould not 


» be nothing,which 
is aboliſhed 5 is 
Baptiſm nothing, 


s 


hinder but further Obedience ; which is called 
and always doth, where the Faith Righreouſneſs, 


is of the right Kind. 

And whereas the Apoſtle 
ſaith, Circumciſion avails not a- 
ny thing ; it did avail ſomething, 
when God $hreatned Mofes with 
Death for not circumciling his 
Son, Exod. 4. And when God 
ſaid, Whoever was not Circumci- 


ſed, ſhould be, cut off from among 
the People, Gen. 17. 14+ 


The 


and the Counſel 


of God ? 


(46) | 

The Apoſtle never intended 
to. undermine Goſpel-Com- 
mands, by ſaying, Circumciſion 
mor Uncircumciſuon avails any 
thing ; for in 1 Cor. 7. 19. he 
adds, but the keeping the Com- 
mands of God. What tho Cir- 
cymmciſion is nothing, becauſe a- 
boliſhed ; is Believers Baptiſm 
nothing, which 15 a ſtanding Or- 
dinance ? 

What tho ſome Fews might 
lay more ſtreſs upon Circumciſi- 
on, than upon the Lord Jeſus for 
Salvation ? which might be the 
principal Cauſe of the ApoſtIt”s 
thus ſpeaking : I hope Perſons 
have more charity than to con- 
clude, we lay more ſtreſs upon 
Baptiſm than our Lord?s Merits. 

Object. 14. 

If Children may not be Bapti- 
zed under the Goſpel, their Privi- 
tedg 15 leſs than under the Law. 

I Anſwer. 

The Priviledg under the Law, 
and under the Goſpel, is the ſame 
to Infants as to the Covenant of 
Grace; and as for Circumeiſi- 
on, it was indeed a Priviledg to 
the 


(47) 
the Jews in compariſon of the 

Feathens, but called 4 Yoke in 
compariſon of them under the 

Goſpel. 

We grant, its a great Mercy Why this 
for Children to have Godly Pa-  efremed the 
rents, having the advantage of io y] ſrt rc 
a good Education, Prayer, and ,,z 'mjojing b- 
good Examples. But what be- trrally a boly 
nefit can Infants have from Bap- Ltd, « boly 
riſm, when God never appoin- ©), Tempit, a 
ted it for them, nor gh. - 
Promiſe to them in it ? but moſt p;jzfthoed by 

lorious ones are made to ſuch as Generation ? 
elieve and are baptized, name> 
ly, Remiſſion of Sims, the Gift of 
the Holy Ghoſt, and Eternal Sal- 
vation, Mark 16. 16. 
Object. 15. 

The Children of Believers are 

Holy, therefore they ought to be 


Baptized. 


I] Anſwer. 

By explaining the Scripture 
upon which the Objection 1s 
grounded, 1 Cor. 7. 14. The A- 
poſtle is here giving an anſwer 
to-a Caſe' of Conſcience; that 
is, Whether it were lawful for 
the believing Husband or Wife, 
& to 


of 


45) 
10 leave or depart from the un- 
believing Wife or Husband ? 
The Apoſtle in the Negative an- 
ſwers, By no means ; for theſe 
Reaſons. Firſt, Now your Chil- 
dren are Holy, viz. lawfully be- 
gotten in Wedlock ; but it the 

The Gree Pre- Husband leaves the Wite, or 

poſition 2y, is Wife the Husband, every one 

will count your Children un- 
clean, that 1s, Baſtards, there- 
fore dont part, but live toge- 
ther, becauſe the unbeheving 

Husband is ſanCtified or ſet apart 

by God's Ordinance to the uſe 

of the Wife, and the Wife to 

the uſe of the Husband, in a 

matrimonial way, 1 Cor. 7. 14. 

This is not an inherent ſpiri- 
tual, nor a federal Holineſs, as | 
ſome would beg, and therefore 
argue for Baptiſm ; this Holineſs 
is a legitimate Holineſs: And 
there can be no more concluded, 
becauſe theſe Children are ſaid /* 
to be Holy, therefore to be bap- 
tized, than the Baptizing Zacha- 
rias's Bells or Pots in the Lord's 

Houſe, becauſe they are faid to 

be Holy, Zach. 1 4.. 20, 


Object, 
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Object. 16. 
All Nations are to be Baptized ; 
Infants are a part of the Nation, 
Ergo, Infants may be baptized. 
I Anſwer. 
The Lord Jeſus Chriſt faith, 
Mat. 28. 19, 20. Go ye therefore 
and teach all Nations, Baptizing 


them, &c. Never intending any ple ap” 


ſhould be baptized but what ations ; but 
were firſt taught. ?Tis as if a that muſt be fot 
King ſhould give a Commiſſion Y Preaching 


. , and Inſtrutting 
to an Herauld, to proclaim ,,, 4.7 


throughout his Dominions,who- ;p1z5 of che 
ever 1n the Nation, Male or Fe- Chriſtiaz Faith, 
male, would go to School and Andadderh, 
learn the Greek Tongue, ſhould _— = ul 
have a Wedg of Gold ; Doth ,1;,4";4,r per- 
this follow that every one in the ſons may be bap« 
Nation ſhould have a Wedg of tized before 
Gold, becauſe a part of the Na- *#2%*; Pool's 
tion ? No, not unleſs they do _ ” 
learn the Greek Tongue. Soin _ 
like manner, no more in the Na- 

. ' of Infant-Bap- 
tions are to be baptized, than ;;;, appeared, 
what are firſt taught and learii when the Hezds 
Chriſt. of $000 Inſants 

-Chriſt did no more intend that »#'* joung — 
every one in the Nation ſhould, {#*<,enetunes 
be baptized, than the Prophet , pray, 

D Haggai 50 


A dreadful piece 
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So ſuperſtitionſ- Haggai did, that every indivi- 


ly tealous were 
ſome in the 9th 


"Century for 1n- 
| fant-Baptiſm, 


that a dead 


" Child was ta- 


hen from the 
Grave and Chri- 
ſtened, its Fa- 
ther's Name gl- 
wen unto it. 


dual in the Nations of the 
World would deſire our Lord's 
coming, becauſe, he faith; the 
Deſire of all Nations ſhould come, 
Hag. 2, 7. Which 1s only the Be- 
lievers in all Nations. 

God did not intend Infants 
had robbed him, when he faid, 
Ye have robbed me, even this whole 
Nation, they being not capable 
of it: No more are Infants of 
Baptiſm, tho a = of the Na- 
tion, being not firſt taught and 
made Diſciples,according to the 
Commullion. 

Obje&. 17. 

Men of Years were firſt Circum- 
ciſed, afterwards Infants; So in 
the Goſpel, Baptiſm was firſk ad- 
miniſtred unto Men and Women, 
but afterwards Infants were Bap- 
tized. 

I Anſwer. | 

You ſay well, Men and Wo- 


men were baptized fir#t ; Infants 


were never baptized, by virtue 
of a Commiſſion from Chriſt, tho 
Believers were; and it was a- 
bout three hundred Years after 
Chriſt 


(5r) 
Chriſt before any Infant was Danvers «s 
Sprinkled. Chriſt's Commiſſi- 32//m,p-204- 
on was to baptize Believers: now 
unleſs any can ſhow where this 
was abrogated, and a new Com- 
miſſion for Baptizing Infants gi- 
ven, this remains, and will to 
the end of the World. 
Indeed Abraham was Circum- 
ciſed when he was old, as aSeal 
of the Righteouſneſs of his 
Faith, to aſſure him be ſhould be 
a Father of many Nations, a Spi- 
ritual Father unto Believers, 
Tews, and Gentiles : And after 
this God, commanded him to 
Circumciſe his natural Seed ; and 
when any can ſhew us as plain a 
Command for Believers to Bap- 
tize their Infant-Seed, as Abra- 
ham had to Circumciſe his, the 
Controverſy ſhall end. - 

Obje&. 18. —_— 
Infant-Baptiſm 1s an Apoſtolical £90 0s 1Tas 
Tradition”; = though > Scrip- —_ - poo. ot 
Fure be falent m tbe Caſe, the un- ſolical Book je 
interrupted Tradition and Vſage of it is of no leſs 


the Church makes up that De- Authority with 
fe8. HS than the 
Scripture. Bel 


larmine, 


D 2 I 
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I Anſwer, 
Tradition oveht With Dr. Taylor, © Traditi- 
zo be proved by « on, ſaith he, muſt by all means 
more than one E- < ſypply the place of Scripture ; 
ws »*, © and there 1s pretended a Tra- 
all other 4zes © dition Apoſtolical, that Infants 
bave condemned © were Baptized : But at this, 
of Errors. <« ſaithhe, weare not much mo- 
th Taylor * ved, for we who rely upon the 
Works ar: ſo © Written Word of God as ſut- 
ſpuriozs, that be © ficient to eſtabliſh all true Re- 
that reads them, © ligion, do not value the Alle- 
«pq nh * gation of Tradition. 
Origen or Ruf- _ TÞe pretended Proof for In- 
fious, Eraſm. fant-Baptiſm, being an Apoſto- 
Jical Tradition, from Dieny/mns 
the Areopagite, Tuſtin Martyr's 
Reſponſes, Origen*s Homilies, Cy- 
prian in an Epiſtle to one Fidas a 
Pricſt, have been examined, re- 
futed, and found fabulous and 
forged. Danvers on Baptiſm, 
p4g. 133, tO 150. 

It is very improbable that In- 
fant-Baprtiſm ſhould be an Apo- 
ſtolical Tradition, when decreed 
by ſeveral Councils in the 4th 
Century, the Council of Car- 
thage, of Neoceſarea and Lao- 
dicea, &c. they did hold forth 

the 


(53) 
the neceſſity of Confeſſion and 
Profeſſion, before Baptiſm. 

In ſhort, It is againſt the 
Reaſon of a Man to conclude 
this an Apoſtolical Tradition, 
becauſe this were to make the 
Apoſtles act beyond their Com- 
miſſian, which were to Baptize 
only Believers. 

Object. 19. 

Infants were once Church-Mem- 
bers, and that Law was never a- 
brogated, neither do we find they 
were cut off. 

I Anſwer. 

Fobn the Bapti# abrogated this 
ſufficiently, when he told the 
Phariſees and Sadauces, it was 
a vain Plea to ay, Abraham was 
their Father ;, that was a good Ar- 
gFument for Infant-Church-mem- 
berſhip under the Law by Cir- 
cumcilion, but ſignified nothing 
to Church-memberſhip under 
the Goſpel by Baptiſm, now 
the Diſpenſation is alter*d : If a- 
ny bring not forth good Fruit in 
his own Perſon, the Ax being laid 
to the Root of the Tree, it 15 to be 
ou down and caſt into Eternal 
D 3 Fare. 
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Fire, The Apoſtle Paul, in Rom, 


It. 20. ends this Controverſy 
plain enough, where he aſſerts, 
the natural Branches were bro- 
ken off by Unbelief; and if 
they come to believe, they may 


Who can ſhew be grafted in again ; but until 


any Inſtance 
where Infants 
were accounted 


then,they remain broken off,and 
that Law of Infant-Church- 


Members of the memberſhip 1s as plainly abro- 
Church wader the gated under the Goſpel, as the | 


Goſpel ? 


Paſſover and Circumcifion, @c. 
which all grant is void, tho not 
ſo formally done as once com- 
manded, there being no need ; 
the Subſtance being come, ne- 
ceſſarily Shadows ceaſe. 
ObjeQ. 20. 

In Mat. 3.11. Jobn Baptiſt ſaid, 
I Baptize you with Water unto 
Repentance: And in the 6th 
Verſe, —Were Baptized of Job 
in Jordan, confeſling their Sins. 
Here, ſay ſome, 1s Baptiſm before 
Confeſſion or Repentance, in the 
order of words : therefore we being 
Baptized in our Infancy, if we re- 
pent, and confeſs our Sins after- 
ward, ris ſufficient, and we need 
nor be Baptized again. 
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I Anſwey. 
7. If you were only ſprink- 
led in Infancy, you were never 
yet Baptized. 
2, ?T1s ſaid, they were Bapti- 
zed in Jordan, confeſſing their 
Sins ; but I never heard of an 
Infant confeſs Sin in the AR of 
Baptiſm, as theſe did. 1 will glad- 
iy Baptize any Souls that ſhall 
truly confeſs themſelves Sinners 
in the very Act and Adminiſtra- 
tion of that Ordinance, to the 
Glory of the Meſſiah, who came 
to ſaye Sinners. 
3. Tho the Text ſays, I Bap- 
tize you unto Repentance, none 
dare ſay that John Baptized 
them before they did manifeſt 
Repentance; becauſe when ma- 
ny of the Phariſees and' Saddu- 
ces came unto Johns Baptiſm, he 
faid, O Generation of Vipers, bring John's Baptiſm 
forth . Fruit meet for Repentance, ® called, The 


and think not to ſay, you bave A- _— = 5 
braham fo your Father. miſſion of Sins, | 


4. Jobw's Baptiſm is called, becauſe Chrift 
the Baptiſm of Repentance, Mark agory oye] 
1. 4. Canany other be the mean- \,, 7... 2. 


ing than this, that Joby was ap= j;zyer Piſcaror 4 
X D 4 pointed or Mark 1. 4- 
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pointed of God to demand Re. 
pentance from dead Works, of all 
that were Baptized, and Faith 
alſo in him that was to come ? 
Ads 19, and upon this John 
did preach unto them the Remiſ- 
ſion of Sin. I think 1t never did 
enter into any Man's Heart, that 
John did firſt Baptize, before he 
examined them of Repentance 
and Faith in the Meſjpab to come. 
5. To Baptize unto Repen- 
tance, the ſenſe can be nothing 
elſe than my Baptiſm, being the 
Baptiſm of Repentance : I Bap: 
tize them, for my Baptiſm 1s the 
Baptiſm of Repentance ;, I muſt 
ſee ſomething of that, elſe I 
have no Commiſſion to Baptize. 
6. Penitent Souls may 


Should I ſay, Sir Wal- 
cer Rawleigh was be- 
headed 1 . Palace- 
Yard, and made an 
excellent Speech, none 


: "would underſtand that 


be ſpobe after he was 
wa Beheaaed 
is firſt, and Speech af- 
ter, 8c. Sotho John, 
ſay 1, baptized to Re- 
pentance, if could not 


well be daid to be Bapti- 
zed unto Repentance, be- 
cauſe ?tis an every day's 
Work, after his Baptiſm, 
to amend and ' reform. p 
However TJoby*'s words 
may be placed, the ſcope 
of the Place ſheweth,they 
muſt repent before they 
were baptized, becauſe, 
i when 
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when 'the Phariſees and 
Sadduces came to his Bap- 
tiſm, that is, to be bapti- 
zed, faid he, O Generation 
of Vipers, bring forth fix## 


be be baptined ffi, bea ” 


cauſe he required . Res 
pent ance and Faith, ac- 
cording to Chriſt's Com- 
miſſion, as neceſſary ts 


Baptiſm. 


Fruits meet for Repentance ; 
or unto or according to the na- 
ture of true - Repentance, nd 
then I will baptize you, and not- 
without it. 
ObjeR. 27. 

Water-Baptiſm is John's Bap- 
ti/m. Paul was not ſent to Baptize 2 
We have the Subſtance, we need not 
the Shadow ;, we are baptized with 
the Spirit, ' we need not that of 


Water. 
I Anſwer, 

Cornelins and bis Houſhold 
were baptized with the Holy Ghoſt, 
to that degree, as they ſpake with 
Tongues, ACtS tO. yet thought it 
not beneath them, to ſubmit to 
ChrifPs bleſſed Ordinance of Wa- 
ter-Baptiſm. I know not but 
this Scripture may be an ever- 
laſting Teſtimony againſt ſome 
which pretend to the Spirit, 
who have -it in that degree, as 
now Cornelius and his Houſhold ; 
7 Where 
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afts 10. 44 Where the Spirit ts, theve is Obea 
to 48- dience to the Command. 

I marvel any who pretend t9 
great degrees of the Spirit, 
ſhould call God's Ordinances 
Shadows and Shells: Is it a Com- 
mand of Chriſt, and a Shadow ? 
did Chriſt ever call it fo? Thon 
may?ſt as well ſay, all other Or- 
dinances are Shadows, as Pray+ 
er, Preaching, &c. And where 
wilt thou run? is it a Com- 
mand ? hath it a Divine Stamp ? 
if ſo, difpute not ChrifPs An- 
thority. Are you wiſer than he 
who ſubjected himſelf to it ? or 
can you think you have more of 

* Bullinger iz the Spirit, than him whio had it 
bis Houſe-book without meaſure, and yet was 
ſaith, ge was baptized in Water ? | 
Night 4 Whereasitis Objetted, Chriſt 
derftood, as if ſent not * Paul to Baptize, bur 
Paul was nes to Preach, Paul did baptize ſe- 
1 _— veral ; either - did it by Com- 

" 9» miſſion, or Preſumption ; ſure! 
joay 1 = not by the latter, therefore the 
tiſm,jor the Lor4 former. His meaning is,that Bap- 
- ry _— tiſm was not his = and princi- 
ng, ©i% pal Work;he was ſent to preach, 
Adniibrixe nd Baptiſm fell in as a part - 


Sacr amt nt's. . 


- 
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his Preaching-Office, . This is New a ft fa 
cleared by our Lord's Word, Goſþel-Ordinane 
who ſaid, I am not ſent but to the 2 _— 
loſs Shesp of the Houſe of Iſrael, of God. oo 
not but be came alſo to be @ Light Doth Corneli» 
to the Gentiles ;, he was firſt to us and bis Houſe 
preach to them, hence called, ſubmit to Water- 
the Miniſter of the Circumeifion, 340m, 4te 


mu” Baptized tmi- 
And whereas Water-Baptiſm nh with the 


let all keep ſilent. I know no Water. 
difference between John's. Bap- 
tiſm, and that Chriſt gave: his 
Apoſtles, but that the former 
Baptized # the Name of Chri#t 
to come, the latter in bs Name 
being come. Whereas ſome urge, 
John iaid, Ht muſt decreaſe,Chbrif 
mncreaſe.. This hath no reference 
to the: cealing of Goſpe-Ordi- 
nances, but. unto the Splendor 
and Glory of Ghriſt in the 
World,above what Fohws was in 
Holinth atid Miracles; for Job 
did no Miracle, Fob: 10. 41. 


Objea, 
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Obje&. 22. 

There are no fit Adminiſtya- 
tors ; therefore, for the preſent, 
Sacraments and Church-Ordinan- 
ces ceaſe. 

I Anſwer. 

When Chriſt gave Commiſli- 
on to Preach,he gave Power in the 
ſame to Baptize, Mat.28. How 
comes this to paſs, that thoſe ve- 
Ty Perſons which thus object, do 
Preach, which requires as great 
Ability and Sanftity to the due 
performance of the one as of 
the other. 

I know ſome object that Com- 
miſhon (Mat. 28.) laſted no 
longer than to the end of that 
Age. 

To which I Anſwer, Then 
Preaching ended too: Chriſt 
commands his Diſciples toteach 
all Nations all things which he 
commanded them; Now Chriſt's 
Commands were, Holineſs, Re- 
pentance, and Faith; was this 
to be no longer than to the end 
of that Age ? was Chriſt's Pro- 
miſe of his Preſence but to the 
end of that Age ? this would be 
un» 
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uncomfortable DoQrine, The 

Promiſe js, I will be with you to 

the end of the World ;, the Lear- 

ned know it's the ſame original. 

Word as in Matth. 13. 39, 40. 

where it is ſaid, The Harveſt 15 

the end of the World: As the 

Tares are gathered together, and 

burnt in the Fire, ſo ſhall it be m 

the end of the World. All conclude, 

(I think)or ought, that this hath 

reſpe& ts the final end of all 

things; this being the ſame word. Avis. 

in Mat.28, We conclude, teach- 

ing the Goſpel, baptizing them 

which are taught, and the graci- 

ous Preſence of Chriſt, is to re- 1} Baptiſn end. 
main in his Church till the les = p44 
World's end, that is, till the aa. of. Re 
final end of all things. More= pentance, Faith, 
over, Paul allerts, Epheſ. 3. 21. 414 Holineſs 
that Chrift will bave a Church, © «Jo, be- 
and glory in the Churches through- Cm 
out all Ages, World without end. Te, the promiſe 
From whence I argue, if God of Chrift's Pre. 
have a Church in all Ages, he /# mui? ceaſe 
mnſt have Ordinances there, be- gorge of 
cauſe no Church of Chriſt can wor: wconfor- 
be conſtituted without them : table Dodirine 
If there be Ordinances in the £4 be. 


Church 
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Church in all Ages, there muſt 


be ſome to adminiſter them, or 
elſe they would be infignifi- 
cant, | 

But that he hath fit Admini- 
ftrators in the Church, and will 
have, Paul aſſerts, in Epheſ. 4. 
12,13. He gave ſome Apoſtles, 
fome Prophets, ſome Evangeliſts, 
ſome Paſtors and Teachers, (For 
what end?) for the perfefFing, of 
the Saints, for the Work of the Mfi- 
niſtry, for the edifying the Rody of 
Chriſt, ( How long?) till we all 
come to the Unity of the Faith, and 
of the Knowledg of the Son of God, 
tento a perfec Man, unto the mea- 
fure of the Fulneſs of Chriſt. 

Let Men take heed how they 
put a ſlight upon the Ordinan- 
ces of God in crying upthe - 
rit, with a ſecret Deſign to de- 
cry the Holy Scriptures ; crying 
up the Power of Godlineſs in 
Word, to undermine the Form 
of Godlineſs ; cry up Faith, and 
Juſtification by Faith, 'to leſſen 
Repentance and a holy Life;cry- 
ing ont againſt the Error of all 
Churches, and under that pre- 

tence, 
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tence, leave the true Church, 
and the Communion of Saints, 
antil at laſt they have loſt the 
Church in the Wilderneſs, the 
ready way to loſe themſelves 
too, if Grace prevent not, which 
| delire may. 


= — 


CHAP. VI. 
Contains the Uſe. 


1.YF it be their Duty, who bee 
lieve,to be Baptized : then 
I infer, thoſe who are not capa- 
ble of this Grace of Faitlr, are 
under no Divine Obligation, 
nor their Parents neither, to 
Baptize them, ?tis only a piece 
of Will-worſhip, which God 
never required, Col. 2. 23. 

If any reckon themſelves ob- 
liged to Baptize, or be Bapti- 
zed, from Mens Authority, let 
ſuch baptize in their Name of 
whom they. have this Authori- 
ty, and not join the Name of 

* 
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Chriſt with humane Inventi- 


ONS. 

Baptiſm of In- Jnfant-Baptiſm was hardly 
Jaws, was 1t-heard of till about three hun- 
- prafliſed ſow 1red Years after Chriſt, Augu- 


Tears _. 
oo Sith nor tine was the firſt that preached 


F % exjoined, as It neceſſary, in his heat againſt 


neceſſary, till Pelagius Biſhop of Rome, who 
400 ws af denied Original Sin, which Au- 
burgh. #f, £#/#ine ſuppoſed to be taken a- 
Cent.s. 3.835. Way in Baptiſm about the 5th 
Danvers » Century ; It was confirmed and 
Bepten, p.105, decreed by the Pope and his 
E307, 100; Council, in the Aflevetan Coun- 


109, a . . k 
, cil, a Province in Africa. 


- 2. Is Faith to precede Bap- 
tiſm ? Then how ay 65g do 


they at, who baptize firſt, be- 
fore the Subject hath any Grace, 
and know. not whether ever they 
will ? Our Lord knew how he 
placed his words, when he ſaid, 
Believe, and be baptized; and for 
Perſons to att contrary, reflects 
upon the Wiſdom of Chriſt, as 
though they knew it were bet- 
ter to Baptize firſt, what- 
ever the Lord ſaid to the con- 
trary. | 


3. Is 
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3. Is Faith to precede wip- 
tiſm ? Then we infer, thoſe who 
are in this practice, are very un- 
juſtly called Anabaptiſts, Rebap- 


tizers, We know but of one yy 


Baptiſm, Epheſ. 4. and that is 1,4 yer thy 
Believers, having the Broad- believe, which is. © 
Seal, and Stamp of Divine Au- w to be eſteem= = 
1 + * , , e I& © 
thority upon it: how in deriſion OY Niche 


are ſuch called Catabaprti/ts, as if 
they were againſt Baptiſm, be- re. Bruce - 
cauſe they plead for ChriſPs In- the err Wl 
ſtitution againſt Mens Inventions? 46a CY 
4. Is Faith to precede Bap- | 
tiſm ? Then we infer, they are 
greatly Heterodox who allert,  # 
that Baptiſm works Regenera- ” Y 
tion by the very * At; altho * Some all is 
we doubt not of the concur- Opus opera- 
rence of the Holy Spirit to **. 
ſtrengthen and comfort God's 
People inthe Way of their Du- 


ty: But to ſay the yery AQ 
works it, is. not allow for- * 
aſmuch as Regeneration* myre- 


quired befofe it ; 'and this*Sa- 
crament &a Sign and. Significa- 


tion of Repeneration, therefore 


called by. the Apoſtle, the waſh- 
ing of Regenttration,” FI. 3. 5- 
+E WE Death 


* 4 
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- Death to” Sin "nnd" Sdnfification, 
- 3s: fipured-- out '1ff® thts” Ordinance, 
-when Perſons are-buried with Ehriſt 
wy ___.. - ih Baptiſm: Rom. 6; 4. * 

* fryer ny 5; Art Perſonsto believe be- 
"a March: fore Baptiſm ? Then'an' a@tual 
16: The 'Synod Perſonal Farthis to precede this 
of Never mm ; *tis not the Faith of 
"awmea, 4 Wothe Church, nor an" mpatative 
—_— _— Faith of: the Parents '.in}Gove- 
wed; - ;t nant; inortheFaith:of theGoſ- 
etched "not the lip$orSurevics;catr bean fufficnent 
"rai -of the © » Argument: for any” Miniſter"to 
pry ro obey Baptize;but aproteſſion of.their 
_— ol own'Faith;' as*Philip'required of . 
- obuict is (hewed; The Ennuch, AtF.8:39. And where- 
” A as ſome- aflgrt,” Infants?-have 
- - Faith ;/ whatthey»may havey is 
- not known by any: Sign” appears 
$:e Dy, Dus (I0ithem : And for perſonatand 
Veil,on Ats 8, 'actnalFarththephave none, which 
-' the Commifſion _— as Pre- 
- requilite ty Baptiſm. «And for 
- any tO'aſlettl have Faith, 
-- 06% any other © inſpired + Habit, 
-: may wenot ſay wittDr.-Taylor, 
-: ſiuchrare-conſtrained [to anfwer 

+ this without»Revelation' agai 
- Reaſon,..common$Senſe, rand-all 
.- the Sﬀecrience*wethe World ? 
*$ *% "9 '» | | nd 


V. © 
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2; NBreater Adyantage can be 
.. deſired againf ſuch a Poſition. 


- 6, Is Faith to be profelled be- 


»-forg we are; Baptized? , Then 
-»We;infer, thoſe.that have ſuf- 
.,fered in defence .of this Do- 


&rine,: had a good Foundation 
for what they did. 


The .Waldenſian Chriſtians Danvers os | 
.{uffered Impriſonment, canfiſca» 3B42P313s 
.tion-of Goods, and ſome Death. **# 
:\Many, in Germany, Holland, Flan- 


ders,» Vienna,” entz, the Pala- 
, Zawate, tor their oppoling Pedo- 


 Faptiſm ,,.and aſſerting Belie- 
rVErS. 


.. IL, ,Letall Behevers be exhor- 
ted to;obey Chpilit,,, who yet 


-a lie ſhort. of their . Puty ;- the 


King or Subject, Paſtor or_Peo- 


+:Ple, Learned, or- Illitgrate :. for 


the King of ; Kings ,hath-dane 
it; the great Shepheard ofthe 


;$Sheep;:; and.,he who is only 
wiſe. | 


- I, anyQbject, 1 was Baptized 

in;my. Infancy. LAgſyer, 
Avpng. ge of MaxriageJt's 
that maketh; Mar- 


 FYL-<&.; * 


TIage, 
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for then®Fornication 1s ' 


Marriage, but it's a lawful Con- 


{ent by Covenant. 


So I fay of 


Baptiſm, It's not a little Water 
ſprinkled upon the Face makes 
Baptiſm, but alſo Conſent and 
Subjection to Chriſt's Com- 
mand. 


'* Af, Baxter ſaith, Er» 


fring Covenant with 
God,1is the eſſential point 
of Baptiſm; without 
it, it is not Baptiſm. 
Children cannot Cove- 
nant ; Suretits neither 
bythe Law of God,nor 
Nature ought not ;, Pa- 
yents by the Cauon Law 
muſt not, 


Dy. Barlow ſaith, I 
the Primitiye Times, 
Perſons were firſt Ca- 
recumini, then Illu- 
minati 07 Baptizatl, 
If Matter and Form 
b: wanting the Eſſence 
#7 1! C.conace Is 
% -:.S 


When thou waſt an In- 
fant, thou gaveſt no Con- 
ſent, but rather Diſſent, 
by crying when the Wa- 
ter was ſcatter*d upon thy 
Face ; thou hadſt no Faith, 


no Love, no ative Obedi- 


ence; thy Judgment not 
informed, thy Will and 
AﬀeCtions not inclined, 
but wholly paſlive in the 
thing, like a Stock or 
Stone, ſo that thou art 
not yet Baptized, becauſe 
there wanted then the ve- 
ry Eſſence” ef the Ordi- 
nance, which is right Mat- 
ter and Formz as for Mat- 
fer,an ignorant Infant was 
the Subject, in the Toom 


of an underſtanding Believer : 


For the Form, Sprinkling: in- 


ſtead 


SF &. 4. 3 oa af not a 
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ſtead of Dipping, ſo that thy 


Infant-Baptiſm - 1s a meer on 
entity, and nothing, 


The Church of the Rome con- 
feſſeth, ſhe changed Dipping in- 
to Sprinkling. Cyprian 1s the 
firſt who pleads for Baptizing 
the Sick by Sprinkling, and for 
Sprinkling new Canverts in the panyers, p. 
Priſon-Houſe : By degrees they 204,205,206. 
brought it in for Sick Children, Magd. Cen:. g- 
then for all Children. + C, 6.P. 126. 


Rome's firſt and great Argus 9 art, || 
ment, by which Infant-Baptiſm Ponarye © 

Was brought i in, was their ima- 7, « Fa 
gining It took away Original- 

Sin: Upon which they made this 
Canon in the AMblevetan Coun- 

ci]. 


Jt is our Will, That all 7% 597 -* 
who affirm, young Childzen. ,/7;; 172.- 
have Everlaſting Life, which -: »». 
are not Baptized, to the 
taking awgp of DOziginalSin, 
ſhall be Anatheinize?. 


E 3 SO 
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$0 in the Fifth Council 
at Carthage. 


| ri court, 5 We will, That wholos- 
* Tie - of ver 'denieth that little-Chil- 
[4 den by Baptiſm are* not" | 
freed from Perditfort, amy <©- 
eternally ſaved, that they be” |] 
accurſey, - 


This was firſt confirmed; by © 
Pope Innocentius and Auguſtine, 
with Seventy Biſhops : Had" the 
Pope and Council decreed; that” 
the Imputation of Chriſt's Righ- 
teouſneſs unto Children, took” 
away Original Sin, in the room” 
of their Infant-Baptiſm, it'h4d*- 
been much ſounder Dodcrine. 


MOTITFYES. 


Firſt Sincere Obedience to 
the Precepts, gives you a Tight 
to the Promiſes annexed, which: 
ts. Rensſſion "of Sin, the Giff"of” 
the Holy Ghoſt, and Divine Pre- 
ſerite for ever. 


2dly, 


x 


: (7r) - | 

24ly,- By*this Gate-4ou enter Fhis ic Janue 
into - the « Enjoyment-- of -/al}- Scramenco- 
Chirch-Priviledges;” which are 7» Jo ins 
very”'great and-many. Hence , * 
Holy David:preterr*d one Day in 
Goes Courts; - more-than. a thou- 
ſand-m-an ungodly Kmyg*s Palace, 
The-Communior of Saints is-a 
bleſſed Thing ;- but- you cannot 
have this orderly, without firſt Faith the Fowr 
being Baptized ; the three thou- __ omg 
ſand converted Jews werg Bap- þ,e Baptiſm the 
tized before added*+ to the Foundation- 
Chyrch : And in breaking Bread, Prizciple of 
Chriſt himſelf was Baptized be- £17h-Corfli 
fore-vhe preached and - broke © 
Bread with-his Diſciples. 

3djz, Sincere Acts of Obedi- 
ence, increaſe Peace in, the Soap! | . 
like a River; yea, the Peace of ng "1 
God, which paſſeth all Undgr/ſtand-.,,,. tn God © 
ing, We haye heard. of ſome than if we could?» 
which havedied nncomfortablyg give him. naw 
for not obeying Chriſt in this, #9745. Plat - 
Ordinance , according to. their 5” * 1s 
Light. 

ly By this At yau will; 
obey a moſt” glorious Precenfs, 
follow a moſt *glorious- Prece-' 
deat, have a right to moſt glo- 

, E 4 r10us 
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rious Promiſes, enter into a moſt 
glorious Communion; and to 
conclude, you will put in pra- 
ice an , Ordinance, which wall 
be a Pledg unto you, of Sins 
Remiſſion, your tree Juſtifica- 
tion, and your Soul's Salvation : 
a Reward more than enough for 
our poor Obedience. 


CHAP. VI. 


Contains plain Scriptures for 
Believers-Baptiſm,, which 
ſatisfieth the Conſcience bet- 
ter than far-fetch'd Conſe- 


quences. 


Atth. 3. 13. Then cometh 

Jeſus to, John, to be Bapt;- 

zed. Verſ. 15. And Jeſus ſaid, 
Suffer it to be ſo now ;, for thus it 
becometh us to fulfil all Righteouf- 
7 4a Verl. 16. And Feſus, when 
e. was Baptized, went up ſtraight> 
wity out of the Water. EPA | 


AQs 


—_ 
— 
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AQs 2. 38, Repent, andbe Bap- 
tized every one of you,in the Name 
of Feſus Chriſt. 

Ads 8. 12. They were Bapti- 
zed, both Men and Women, 

Adqs8, 36. And the Eunuch 

ſaid, See, bere 1s Water, what doth 
hinder me t9 be Baptized? Ver. 
37-, And Philip ſaid, If thou be- 
lieveſt with all thine Heart, thou 
mayeſt. 

AQts 10.47. Can any forbid 
Water, that theſe ſhould -not be 
Baptized, which have received the 
Holy Ghoſt as well as we. Ver, 
48. And he commanded. them to _ 
be Baptized in the Name of the 
Lord Jeſus. 

AQs 22. 16. Andnow why tar- 
rieſt thou ? Ariſe, and be Bapti- 
zed, and waſh away thy Sins. 

AQts 9. 18. And be aroſe, and 
was Baptized. | 

Mat. 28. 19. Go, 9 all Na 
tions, Baptizing them m-the Name 
4 y 5x Son, and Holy 

\AQsS.2;41. bryan iv | i 
_ Mark 


ly recerved bus Word, were 


<_ 

Murk*r6.* 16." He that believ> 
ethy*and.ts -Baprized; ſhall. be* ſa=.. 
ved. 

Mat-'21." 25.. The -Baptsſm of 
John, "gg was rH from -Heg- 
ovelpyror of Men? If weſay, From þ. 
Hiagveny bewill- ſay unto us, Why 
did-ye not believe him 2? | 

Lake20.6." But if we ſay of © 
Afon;*+ all the People will ſtone us. 

AQts 18. 8. And Criſpus:the 
chief- Ruler: of the” $ pogue, bes. 
lieved on the Lord "alk "bis 
Hoaſe : and many of the Corin- 
thinns; bearing, believed, © and © 
wore Baptized. 

Romy 6:4. We are buried with” 
bim by Baptiſm. 

tke 9.29. The Publicans ju- 
fhified God, being Baptized. © Verſ. 
30. Bub-the \Pharifees, and 'Law- 
yers, - rejeFed tbe -C ounſel of God 
againſt themſelves, not'being. Bap= 


ak 4-1. Tefus made and bap- 
tized more Diſciples thtn John. 
Gal. 3. 27.. As many as bave 
beeys Baptized MhoChyift F have put | 
or Clint 


EpheÞ 


} 
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Eph.4- 5. One Lord, one Faith, 
one Baptiſm.- | , 
1 Pet. 3. 21. The like Figure 
whereunto Baptiſm dovb ſaueus. 
Acts 16. 33. And be took theme 
the ſanit- How of-the Niglty and! 
waſhed their" Stripes; and.was-BAp- 
tized,» be and alk his,” ſtyttight- 
ways, Verſi$4. He believing 48 


. God bY allthis Holiſe. 


Tot. 23. Jahit"was *Bapri- 
zing'i1 Eon, - nexrSalinrbatmiſe 
there was muth Water there. 

Heb.6.1,2. Of the Dodrme 
Bapelfor-(cled Got Ofactt)s 
a *Prifitiplt of © the © DotHine of * 
Chriſt; and a Fouttdation-Principlt:” 


«oo 1.4.» F. » 
John3. 22. After theft” things” 
caffie Feſt an#Vis Di ph intv- 
Lind bf Tdd&;, and thert be tar® 
riet\ard Baptized.” ' © .- 
Lhke 3.21. . Jeſus being Bs, 


24; the Heavens wire” 


Verſ.' 24; feſt” bimiſelf © betng; 

about thirty Tears of Age.” _ | 
1, Cof:1 2: 13.,. By one Spryit are 

we all -BtipriZed vtone Body, 


" crfe- 


_— 


CHAP. VIIL 


Contains an Account of the 
' People of God, called Ana- 
baptiſts ; their great Suf- 
ferings, for maintaining Be- 
lievers-Baptiſm in oppoſi- 
tion unto Infant-Baptiſm. 


I* the 4th. Lateran Council, 
Canons were made to baniſh 
the Anabaptiſts for Hereticks. 
'Theodoſrus and Honorius made 
and publiſhed the following E- 
di, in the Year 413. viz. That 
the Perſon rebaptized, as well as 
the Adminiſtrator, ſhould be pu- 
niſhed with Death. One Alba- 
us, a zealous Miniſter, was put 
to death, with others, upon the 
ſaid Edict. 
. At. Zurick it was decreed, If 
eſumed to Baptize any that 
whe Baptized inT fancy they ſheets 
be drowned. And that at Vienna, 
| many 
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many for Baptizing ſack, were 
ſo tied together in Chains, that 
they drew the other after him 
in the River. 

At Ropleſteim, the Lords of 
that Place decreed, That ſuch 
ſhould be burned with an hot Iron, 
and bear the baſe Brand of thoſe 
Lords in whoſe Lands they bad of- 
fended.  ' 

And that through Germany, 
Alſatia, and Sweeden, many hun- 
dreds of this Sect, who (as they 
word it) defiled their firf# Bap- 
tim with a Second, were the 
third time Baptized in their 
own Blood. Dr. Featly out gf 
Gaſſtus, pag. 68, 182. 

Heribertus, Liſonius, and Ste- 
phanus, with eleven more Chri- 
ſtians, were burnt at Orleans in 
France, for oppoſing Childrens 
Baptiſm. 

At Goſlar,in the Time of Hen- 
ry the Third, ſeveral were put 
to Death for oppoſing Infant- 
Baptiſm. 

Gerardus burnt, for oppoſing 
the Romiſh Church in this 
' Point. 

By . 


"&9$s) 
- - wByttheDeerce: of ; dlfonus, 
tIwe>Men, and,; three [Women 
7 ere hurngas Tooy5.in Gampayn, 
Anno 1200, 

{Nineteen Pexſons-condemned 
waAng.burnt-in-the Biſheprick, of 
7 Thalayſe. | 

+ Four:Monks whickayere con- 
. rr vexteds from. thei Romiſh- Reli- 

gion, were by Pope Fehn-the 
»a2&burnt;-toroppoſing Infant- 


' + At Gnemorinuthuſtriay many 
$f «the Haidenſes. wereybypnr, 

:: for-oppoſing.Redgbaptiim. 
1 A-pious; Womarrin Flanders, 
© named: Poronme, was burnpigathe 
profeſſion; of { this.;Faith,- with 

many more. 

> Ther: firſt» Edit, of &wyck, 
15250 five Years-after Zwingl:- 
- as began thoyRefermation,.; af- 
ter their own departure-4xom 
| I Fdw, 4. a} $0c, 'commandaiiall forts to 
Ken, 8. nay Baptize their:Childrenz-and to 
- *f thoſe burnt uw forbear Rebaptizationz-upon, the 
I of penalry of Pecuniary, Myl4sand 
—— rats 1. mpriſoaments. : 'The-fecond E- 
FoxofLollardg- dit. extended toi;Baniſhment, 
Tower, Confiſcation, and Death;-this 
| ' Was 


6 P%'Y 
- 1, wasdive Years afterin 1450. 
Prxifon. 


. The Puke of Newbwrghy.An- 
-NO 165 3.3baniſhed all. thecu#1a- 
- baptiſs.0ut. ok his Country who 
' thergupon-:diſperſe. themiclves 
into the Dukedam of Clegve 
-.and Bradllanburgh. 


An” Abſtra-of rhe blovdy 
Editt .of the Emperor, 
' Charles: the, 5th .of, Spain, 
| madg Faure 1535-agaznſt 
the Anabaptiſts, or Wal- 
«-Senfan Ehreftians and the 
execution thereot- inthe 
Seventegs Provinces, VIZ. 


- ff "Ommanding--all 4 to 
renounce thoſe Per ſwaſzons and 
PraGices, and refrain the pub- 

.. liſkzng the ſame, by Preaching, or 
otherwiſe, upon penalty of forfet= 
ture of Life and Goods, without 
Mercy : The Men to be burnt, the 
Women to be drowned. - And - 
tas 


**( 8) 

4 C.. that Conceal, Harbour, and ds 

, not in their Places proſecute the 

Law againſt them, to ſuffer the 

(O] ſame Penalty. And that thoſe 

| 1 that diſcover them, to have the = 

» L/ * * third part of thei Eſtates; for- 

* bidding all Mediation or Interceſ-, /1+| 

| —*; fon, upon ſevere Puniſhment. j d 5 
4 (; Many hundreds ſiffered Death 


upon this Edit, and what his 
Son Philip made in 1556. 


| 

T5386 you ſee ne gr x 
made good,;- His People ſhall ſuf- 

fer for Rightaggſneſs ſake. © _ 


. 
hy 
. 


: 
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CHAP, IX W 


Contains an Epitome of this Book, in # 
Compariſon of Believers-Baptiſm and _ 
Infant-Bapiiſm together. Re 


OT \, 
Suki di > <td>" 


Believers-Baptiſm. Infant-Baptiſm, 

; Od hath promi- @ DOD hath not pro- 

Ig | ſed inthe Text, G miſed all Dofnes 

f That. all who btlieve, - that are Baptized, ſhall 
'* and are Raptized, ſhall be ſaved. F 

3 be ſaved Mark 16.16. 
re There is a lively © But there ts 19 Simi- 
| - Similitude between litude between ChrifÞs 


Chriff's Death, Bu- Death, Burial, Reſur- 
rial, Reſurrection, redfion, and Infants 
and Believers being ſprinkle# on the Fact. 
buried 1n Baptiſm, 

Rom. 6. 4. 

Believers Bapti- But Infants Baplih 
zed, are converted, Zed are not converredy'... 
and ſhall never come and © may come: into 
into Condemnation, Condemnation, '\ E3 
John 4. 24. | a 


— Gm. - A T 
ys ts av © 4 - > 
—_ 


0 


Fx Wa 


* 


Behevers Baptized, But Infants Bapti- | 
love God, and keep zed, do not love God, | 
his Commandments, and keep bis Com- { 
John 14. 15. mandments. 
_ Irs ChrifPs Com- Therefore Infant- \ 
* mand, that Teaching, Baptiſm muſt be of 
Repenting, and Be- Mer, becauſe ifs be- 
lieving, ſhould pre- , fore Teaching, Repent- 
cede and go before ing, and Believing. 
Baptiſm, Aatth. 28. | W v7) 
18, 19, y 1 
Thoſe who bap- thoſe who bap- 
tize Believers, bap- tize Infants, baptize 
tize Chriſtians. Heathens ;, -becauſe Ml 
/ are Children of Wrath 
{ANN ty Nature before born 
Warozain, Ephel. 3. 2. 
- In Behevers Bap- But Infant-Baptiſm 
tifm, there are no hath manifold Comra- 
Contradictions  at- ditions, by afſertmg 
tend the practice of that Baptiſm Ws a Sym= 
It, W / bot of preſent Regene- 
i ration, yet apply ut b6 
an ignorant Infant : Alſo that it figures otit 
ChrifPs Death, Burial, and Reſurre#ion, yet 
do nothing but ſprinkle, or pour Water :on the 
. Face ; They feparate -from Rome was the falſe 
Church, yet own their Baptiſm, the Faundation- 
Stone ; They own the Do@rine of - Perſeverance 
in Grace, and no falling from it, baptizing the 
Children 


-- 


18 


\ immediately to the 
ord's Supper, Ads 


_- (33) 
Children of Believers as m the Covenant of 
Grace, yet afterwards teach their, Converſton,, 
and in caſe of Unbelief, reje# them as Repro= 


bates. 
\ 
Belaevers Baptized 
, come lawfully and - 


2. 41, 42. 

Believers Baptiſm 
is a fign of Regene- 

/ ration. unto -them, 
Tit. 3. 5. 

Believers Baptiſm 
hath a «Command, 
Mat. 28. 18, 1.9. 

Believers [Baptiſm 
confirms unto them 
Jaſtifcation, Remiſ- 
lion, and Salvation, 
:AeFs 2. Chap. 22. 16. 
Mark 16. 16. 

We . have many 
Exa "for Bclie- 
VErs —y J AGs 8. 
Chap.19, 16.18. 

Chrift was faithful 
inall hisHontſe ; and 
St. Paul YJelivered 

the 


But Inf, 


VU... lobe 
z2ed, come not 6 


Lord's Supper - 1y71mmes 
diately nor lawfnilly. 


But the Baptiſm of ) 
Infants calmot be a 


ſogn of Regeneration t0' 4 


ihem. 


oats Bvifen bath "I 


Fe Comman! 


But Infants » bave 
none of thoſe confirmed 
to them in ther Bape 
tiſm. | 


But me have not one _ 
Example for vhe bap<.:.. 
trzing an Infante = 


But Infant- Barking 

5 119 ' part of God's 
Connſel, appears, 'bex 
F 2 muſe 


the whole Counſel 6f 
God, and ſo Belie- 
vers Baptiſm is a 
part of God's Coun- 
ſel, Luke 7. 

Believers Baptiſm 
hath been gloriouſly 
ſealed in the Holy 
"Ghoſts coming upon 
Chriſt in the likeneſs 
of a Dove, when he 
was coming up out 
of the Water, Mat. 
3. 16. 

In Believers Bap- 
tiſm the Perſon bap- 
tized aQts Faith, Ads 
8. 37. 

In Behlevers Bap- 
tiſm, the Subject bap- 
tized hath the An- 
ſwer of a good Con- 
ſcience, 1 Pet. 3. 16. 

A Man might com- 
fortably die, as many 
have done in Mentz, 
Holland,Germany,and 
the Palatinate, tor aſ- 
ſerting Believers Bap- 
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cauſe Chriſt nor by 
Apoſtles never deli- 
vered any ſuch thing. 


Infant Baptiſm ne- 
ver was ſealed by 
God. 


But m Infant-Bap- 
tiſm the Infant ads 
no Faith. 


But Infants have no 
anſwer of a good Con- 
ſerence m Baptiſm. 


| 
4 


But how can any die 
for Infant-Baptiſm , 
when it wants theBroad 
Seal of Goes Word for 
the Authority ? 


tiſm, becauſe it hath God's Word for is 


Foundation. 


The 


þ aa 
'Q* 


. The. Publicans glo- 


rified. God, in being. 


baptized with Joby's 


Baptiſm, becauſe ir. 


was the Counſel of 
God, Luke 7. 

The Phariſees and 
Lawyers rejected the 
Counſel - of God a- 
gainſt themſelves, in 
not being baptized 
with the Baptiſm of 
John, Luke 3. 

In Believers Bap- 
tiſm there 1s a glort- 
ous Harmony with 
the Commiſſion, ar. 
I6, 16, 


) 


"But God 15 not glo- 
rified in Infants Bap- 
iſm, becauſe none of 
Gods Counſel. 


But to rejefÞInfant- 
Baptiſm, cannot be a= 
gainſt any Perſon, be 
canſe it 15 none of the 
Counſel of God. 


- © But there 1s no har- 
mony with the Com- 
miſſion in Infant-Bap- 
t1ſm,nor with their own 
Profeſſon which is, that 
Faith and Repentance 


ts required in Perſons to be baptized, yet confeſs 
that Children, unto whom they apply it, have 


neither. 


Apain, that it 15 a demonſlration of a 


Spiritual Marriage tbetween' God and the Belie- 
ver, yet 'aſhugn it unto. Subjets as uncapable of 
it, as a Stock or Stone.. Moreover, that the Baps 
tiſmal Covenant enters into the Viſible Church, 
yet deny. "Church- Members the Lord's Sup- 


per. 


EY 


Believers 


Believers Baptiſm 
requireth much Wa- 
ter, as according to 
God's Word, John 


3. 
Irs without all 
doubt, Believers were 
Baptized. 

To baptize Belie- 
vers, 1s to keep the 
Ordinances as they 
were delivered, Cor. 
TI. 2. 

To baptize Behe- 
lievers, 1s no change 


of God's Ordinance. 


- Such as are baptt- 
zed on their own 
Faith, ſhall never pe- 
Tiſh, Jobn 10. 28. 

Believers are bap- 
tized as an AG of 
their Judgment , 
Choice;Will and Af- 
feftion ; ſo worſhip 
God im Spirit and 
Truth, John 4. 24. 


All 
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But tfawt-Baptiſm 
needs but a litthe.there- 
fore it 12 not according 
to: God*s Mord. 


But the tun 
Infants at Far: deſ# p 
donbt ful. | 

But it wag nevey de- 
lrucred as an. Ordi- 
nance of Chriſt to 
ſprinkle Infants. 


But to baptize In- 
fants,s tochange Gods 
Ordinance in the Sub- 
1ect aud Maney. 

But ſuch as are bap- 
tized on anothers Faith, 


may periſh. 


Infants cannot wor. F 
hip God im that 4G, 
m. Spirit and Truth, 
becaufe not an 'AF of 
Fudgment and Choice, 
Will and Afettion. 


But 


Al>thofe who bap- 
tize Infants, do con- 
fefs Relievers were 
baptized. 

Believers know and 
remember when they 
were baptized. 

All Believers bap- 
tized, are in theCo- 
venant of Grace. 

Believers Baptiſm 
is from Heayen, and 
the Counſel of God, 
Mat. 21. 25. 

Believers baptized 
are not the Children 
of Wrath, Jobn 3. 
36, 

To baptize Be- 
lievers, 1s to act ac- 
cording ta the Pat- 
tern and Command 
of Ghrilt. 

All Belieyers hap» 
tized,receive Remiſ- 
fion of Sins, A&s 2. 

In Behevers Bap- 
tiſm, the Perſon ſab- 
jects in Aﬀsof Obe- 
drence. 


Be- 


v7) 


But all who b 
Behevers, do deny that 
Infants werebaptized. 


126 


Infants know wy 
remember not any thin 
of their Faptifim. - 

All Infants bapti- 
zed, are not im the Cos 
venant of Grace. 

Infants Baptiſm 15 
from Earth, and the 
Counſel of Men. 


But Infants bapti- 
zed may be Chilareg 
of Wrath. 


But to baptize In- 
fans, 15 to a& mwith- 
out a Pattern or Com- 
mand. 


But all Infants bay- 
tized, do not” receive 
Remiſſon of Sivs... 

But in Infants Bap- 
tiſm, the Infant puts 
forth no Ad of - Obedi- 
ence. 


F 4 But 


( 8% 

Believers Baptiſm But Infants Baptiſm 
hath no Abſurdities hath many, namely, 
attending It. that Perſons may have 

Regeneration @.Grace 
before Vocation ;, and that Perſons may be viſible 
Church- Members before Converſion. Moreover, 
that Perſons may be baptized by another*s Faith. 
Alſo making a National Goſpel-Church inſtead of 
a Congregational , and bringing in a carnal 
fleſhly Seed into ChriſPs Church, in the room of 


a Spiritual Seed. 


Believers rejoice 
and ſhew their full 
Conſent when they 
are baptized, Ads 
8. 

Believers Baptiſm 
hath the plain Word 
of God. 

All the World 
may affirm, Believers 
were baptized by the 

Apoltles. 

' All Behevers bap- 
tized, are ſpiritual 
believing Stones, fit 
to be laid in Gad's 
Houſe, 1 Pet. 2. 5. 


Be- 


But Infants weep 
when baptized, as if 
they did diſſent. 


Infant- Baptiſm hath 
notbing but humane 
Conſequence, 

But all the World 
cannot affirm any In- 
fants were baptized by 
the Apoſtles. 

But all Infants bap- 
tized, are not living 
Stones fit for God's 
Houſe. 


6 vVQ 1 
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pellerediaptized 

= | Satan, as 

id, ſaying, It 
Poa Luke 4. 


God will not ſay 
unto Believers bap- 
tized, Who bath rec- 
quired theſe things at 
your Fldnds © becauſe 
it 1s his own Com- 
mand. 

Believers Baptiſm 
muſt ſtand as long as 
God's Word doth 
ſtand, Mat. 5. 18. 

To baptize Belie- 
vers, 1s to have re- 
ſpe unto God's 
Command, the only 
way. not to be aſha- 
med, Pſal. 119.6. 

The moſt Holy, 
the moſt Wile, . the 
moſt Learned Perſon 
that ever was in the 
World, ſubmitted 
unto Believers-Bap- 
tiſm, Mat. 3.13, 14, 
I5,16,17. 

Perſons 


But you cannot re- 
pel Satan, ſaying, It 
1s written, Infants 
were baptized, for it 1 
not written. 

But God may ſay 
to thoſe who baptize In- 
fants, Who hath re- 
quired , theſe things 
at your Hands ? be- 
cauſe God commanded 
it not. | 

But Infant- Baptiſm 
muſt fall, -becauſe- it 
bath not the Word of 
God to ſupport it. 

But 10 baptize In- 
fants, without "a Dt- 
vine Command, 15 the 
way to be made aſha- 
med, becauſe no reſpetF 
to Gods Command. 

But the moſ® Holy, + 
the moſt Wiſe, the moſt ; 
Learned, never was” 
ſubjetted unto Infant- © 
Baptiſm. 


% 


But 
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Perfons baptized, 
believe, repent, ex- 
amine- themfelves , 
make Judgment of 
things, love one ano- 
ther, take up Chriſt*s 
Croſs, Watch and 
Pray, and have the 
fame care of each o- 
thers Souls; theſe 
are'it Members of a 
Goſpel-Church. 

Believers Baptiſm 
hath Antiquity to 
plead, being as old as 
John Baptiſt, Chriſt, 
and his Apoſtles. 

Behevers ought to 
be baptized, who 
have an inherent Ho- 
lineſfs wrought by 
the Holy Spirit. 


Believers Baptiſm 
 hath' many glorious 
Promiſes 
nnto It, As 2. 38, 


39+ 


In 
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annexed ' 


But Injquts” bayts- 
zed, canon vepent 
or believe, examine 
themſekves, make 10 
Fudgment of things, 
nor take up C briſPs 
Crofs,Watch nor Pray, 
love not, nor watch not 
over one another, can- 
not be Members of a 
Goſpel-Church. 


Infant-Baptiſm bath 
ſtarted up ſeveral bun- 
dred Years fmce Chriſt 
and bis Apoſtles. 


But Infants ought 
not to be baptized, who 
are only legitimately 
Holy, as all born im 
Wedlock are and is 
the Holineſs mentioned 
1 Cor. 7. 14. 

Infant-Baptiſm bath 
not one Promiſe. 


yſis to Sin, bu- 

, Tifing with 
Chriſt, Anfwer of 2 
good Conſcience; a 
mutiat  Serputation 
andContraft between 
God and the Party. 

In Believers Bap- 
tiſm, by Dipping, 
the Manner and true 
Adminiftration 1s 
preſerved, the U- 
ſage of the Primi- 
tive Times retained, 
and the Ends of it 
manifeſt. 


Behevers Baptiſm 
introduceth no Error 
nor falſe Do&rine m- 
to the World. 


: Regencration, effec? Sakvation by the Work 


But in Tyfant- Bay- 
teſm it theſe are frus * 
frated, and being th= 
Phed t0 an Infant, Le- 
bret Afock-fhows, and 
altogether imnſpnifi- 
Cann. 


But  Infant-Syrink- 
tg, 15 .an inverting 
the Order and Man- 
ner, and contrary to 
the 'Ofe age of the Apo- 
ſtolick T imes, and End 
of the Ordinance and 
ts a telling a Lie in the 
Name of the | Lord, 

» I Baptize, 
HS, doth Benn 
FiZe. | 

But Infant- Baptiſm * 
doth introduce many 
Errors, im that it was © 
to take away Origmal 
Sm, work Grace and 


done 


* onin the Church of Chriſt, and ſtirred up much 


Hatred. 


Believers baptized 
are taught of God, 
and made his Diſci- 
ples, Matth. 28. 18. 
As 15. 10. 


If none onght to 
forbid the Baptiſm 
of Water unto thoſe 
who had been bapti- 
\ zed with the Holy 
” Ghoſt, Ads 10. 44, 
45, 45, &7, 48. 


Chriſt ſubmitted 
unto 


Woater-Bap- 
tiim, 


Infants baptized are 
not taught of God, nor 
made Diſciples of 
Chriſt. 


Then ſuch: are great- 
ly Heterodox and un- 
ſound, who ſlight and 
contemn Water-Bap- 
tiſm, under pretence 
of being baptized with 
the Holy Ghoſt. | 


Then that Argu- 
ment 15 of Fleſh, and 
| not 


tiſm,andate the'Sup- 
per with his Diſci- 
ples, *who had” the 
Holy Spirit without 
meaſure. 


Water-Baptiſm 1s 
to continue unto the 
End of the World, 
and the Sacrament of 
the Supper unto the 
ſecond coming oft 
Chriſt, r Cor. 11.26. 
Mat. 28. 19, 20. 


If Chriſt will have 
Glory m "the Chur- 
ches throughout all 
Ages, World with- 
out end, then he muſt 
have a Church and 
Ordinances: admini- 
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not Spwit , of Man, 
and not God, that re- 
jects Water- Baptiſm, 
and the Supper, 45 car- 
nal ,* under an un- 


grounded imagination 


of the Baptiſm of the 


Sparit. 4 

Then for any to neg- 
left thoſe Ordinances 
under an imagination 
thoſe Commands cea-. 
ſed at the end of the 
Apoſtles Age, are un- 
der a detfon 


If ſo, then the 
Church-State did not 


end with the Apoſtles, 
neither can Ordinances 


ceaſe for want of Ad- | 


mimiſtrators. 


ſtred, which is the Eſſence of a Church-Con- 
{titution, and ſo cannot want Adminiſtra- 
tors, becauſe Chriſt hath given Apoſtles, 


Prophets, Evangeliſts, 


Paſtors, Teachers, 
tor 
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for the pry of the Saints,for the Work 
of the Miniſtry, edifying of the Body of 


Chriſt : How long ? till we all come to 
the Unity of the Faith, ''and of | the 
Knowledg of the Son of God, unto a 
perfect Man, unto the meaſure of the Sta- 
ture of the Fulneſs of God, Fpbeſ. 3. 21- 


Chap. 4. I1, 12. 


(95) 
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| CHAP. X. 
| Contains an Enquiry into the 
Curriages of #he German . + 
= 54 (falfly fo cal- 
ed) in Luther's T ime, and 
the Reproach from thence 
aaTefietted upon that Way re- 


moved. 


D C—C—— 


LY 


HE Matter of Fact which 
hath cauſed ſuch a Noiſe 
in the World about the afore- 
faid Perſons, in the Year 1520, 
is as follows. 

There was a Conſpiracy of 
Husbandmen againft the Biſhop 
and Canons; which beganfrom 
two Ruſticks, hence called the 
Clowns and Ruftick War. The 
principal . Articte was, That 
they Mould ſhake off every 
Yoke, for their ExaGtions and 
Oppreſhons were very great ; 
fome did pay more Rent yearly 
to their Lords, thanthepr Farms 
were worth. And albeit the 
| Boors 
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Boors pleaded firſt for their Ci- 
vil Liberties, yet after cried up 
for Goſpel-Liberty, as appears 
from LZuther's Admonition and 
Reprehenſion of them, for uſing 
- the Sword to obtain it. It may 
be ſuppoſed, many of them 
knew very little of the Goſpel, 
though others might ; but both 


>... Papiſts and Proteſtants conſpi- 
* red againſt the Cruelty of their 


Lords. 

Hence you have John of Ley- 
dens words; © Some are called 
{© Princes, but are indeed Ty- 
«© rants; they care not for you, 
© they take your Goods, and 
<« ſpend them wickedly in Pride 
« and Riot: And for light Cau- 
* ſes make Wars, which de- 
« ftroy all the Poor have left. 
© Inthe place of Widows and 
*© Orphans, they maintain the 
« Biſhop of Rome's Authority, 
«© and Wickedneſs of the Cler- 
* gy. Where Youth ſhould be 
* brought up in Learning, and 
**. the Poor relieved, they eſta- 
* bliſh the Merchandize of 
* Maſling, and other Abomi- 

| * nations, 
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© nations. Think you God 

<< will ſuffer theſe any longer ? 

* we ought rather to die, than 

© to allow their Wickedneſs, 

« and ſuffer the Dodrine of . 
«< the Goſpel to be taken from 

_ 

Lugther confeſs'd much of this 
we true; and largely admo- 
ed Magiſtrates to their Du- 
ty, tho he reproved them who 
made the InſurreQion. 

* Philip Landgrave of Heſſe, did 
tonfeſs the things they were ac- 
uſed of were true, and-many 
things ought to be amended, yet 
ſaid, It was not lawful to riſe 
F againſt their Prince, unto whom 

- God had given the Sword, But 
we know, Oppreſſwon, as Solomon. 
ſays, makes . 4 wiſe Man 

. eſpecially when Civil and. Spiri- 
- tual Liberties are invaded. 

How few good People con- 
- demned the Undertaking of the 
Duke of Monmouth, when he 
came to deliver us from Popery 

and Slavery ? 
Very few good People but re- 
joice in. our preſent Condition, | 
"OG tha 
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tho won by: the Sword. The 
Switzers, their Neighbours, had 
- done the like before, and ſuc- 
ceeded : And had Geneva: miſ- 
carried, or any of the famous 
Men among the Cantons, they 
and their Religion might have 
fallen under as much Obloguy. 
And had the Church of England 
miſcarried in the bringing in our 
preſent King, (whom God cauſe 
long to reign ) no People would 
have been under greater Re- 
proach in the World, by ſome 
ſort of Men, though done to 
. preſerve their Civil and Eccle- 
ftiaſtical Liberties out of the 
Hands of Papilts. 

Thi things the Munſterians 
demanded, were, 

1. To have liberty to chuſe 
{uch Preachers as might preach 
God's Word, without mixture 
of Mens Traditions. 

2. Pay no Tithes but of Corn 
only, and the ſame to be diftri- 
buted according to the diſcre- 
tion of good Men. 

3: They refuſe not to obey a 
Magiſtrate, knowing that he is 

Or - 
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ordained of God, but cannot 
endure to be kept in Bonds, un- 
leſs it be ſhewed reaſonable in 
Scripture. 

4. Eaſed of theſe Oppreſli- 
ons, becauſe ſome did pay more 
Rent yearly unto- their Lords 
than their Farms were worth. 

5. That thoſe things which were 
not a particular Maw's Property, 
might be free, for Building, F1- 
ring, Hunting, Fiſhing, &c. 

The Papiſts to this day do re- 
flet upon the whole Reforma- 
tion of Calvin, Lather, Zumg - 
lins, &c. upon as good grounds 
as the Proteſtants have ſince re- 
fleted upon the Baptiſts, becauſe 
ſeveral of their Perſwaſion were 
concerd in that Attempt for 
Freedom ; as *tis well known 
many good Men, of moſt Per- 
ſwahons, of the Church of Fng- 
land, Presbyterians, Independents, 
Baptiſts , * were 2ealouſly con- 
cerned in the D. of Monmouth's 
Time, atd many fell, as thob- 
ſands of thoft did in Weftphatia. 
But know, Vidtory is no Argt- 
tent of the beft Canſe;hor beſt 
G 2 Men, —- - 


z 
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Men, nor a Defeat an Argu- 
ment of a bave Cauſe, and bad 
Men; for God's own' Church 
and People have fled often be- 
fore the Heathens and Infidels. 
Love nor Hatred is known by 
External Providences, Eccleſ. 9. 
Many times it fares with the 
Wicked as the Godly, and with 
the Godly as the Wicked, in 
outward things, as Divine Wiſ- 
dom pleaſeth. No better Men in 
the World, than ſome which 
fell in the Duke's Cauſe in the 
Weſt, yet by the hands of one of 
the moſt debauched Armies that 
ever was in the World: And if 
we think to know theſe things, 
they are too wonderful for us, 
as they were for Dawd, Pal. 
73. 16. 


And as to thoſe horrible 


Things which are ſaid to have 
been in the City of Munſter in 
Weſtpbalia, from the Year 1 532, 
to 1536. by Jobn of Leyden in 
Holland, and Matthias Gnipper- 
wy ; it is manifeſt, from ſe- 
vera 

in that City was about the Pro- 
? teſtant 


Authors, that the fixſt tir 


I; 
” 
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teſtant Reformation, the Synod 
ſiding with Mr. Rotomon, and 
others of the Miniſters who 
were for the Reformation, a- 
gainſt the Papiſts, and their 
Biſhops and Canons. Fob of 
Leyden, fo. Matthias, and Jo. 
Becold came after this Inſarre&ti- 
on began. 

Joby of Leyden by Arguments 
had made Mr. Rotomon,who was 
for Pedobaptiſm, a Proſelyte for 
Believers-Baptiſm, and died in 
that Cauſe in Munſter. He by 
Preaching brought over a great 
part of the City to own this 
Principle. He ſent Letters to 
the Landgrave, and a Book of 
his Do&rine ; which Zuther op- 
poſed, and he oppoſed Zuther as 
he did the Bp. of Rome - And it 
was no wonder Luther oppoſed 
him, who died in the practice of 
Pedobaptiſm. 

And whereas ?tis reported, 
that monſtrous Wickedneſs was 
committed in the latter part of 
the - Siege, before they were 
overcome. We have good 
G 3 ground 
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ground to queſtion the Truth 
thereof; Firſt, Becauſe Sleiden 
in his Comment, who repreſents 
the Matter as unhandſom as he 
could, doth confeſs Mr. A4un- 
zer did preach againſt open 
crying Sins, as Murder, Adul- 
tery, blaſpheming God's Name, - 
the Body chaſtened and made 
lean with Faſting, {imple Appa- 
rel, Countenance grave, ſpeak 
ſeldom, get much out of Com- 
pany, thinkgoft of God, what 
he is, what Care he has over us, 
whether Chriſt died for our Sins, 
whether our Religion be better 
than the Turks. Moreover, to 
ask of God a Sign whereby he 
may teſtify his Care for us, and 
that we be in the true Religion ; 
and though he ſhew no Token 
for Good quickly, yet muſt we 
nevertheleſs proceed in Prayer, 
yea,expoſtulate with God, ſeeing 
the Scripture promiſeth, be will 
grant what we ack. Theſe good 
things may make us doubt, whe- 
ther ſome other Principles and 
Practices he writes of, which are 
CON- 


(103) 


contrary to thoſe things, were 
true, 

Moreover,we have good reaſon 
to queſtion theſe Reports, if we 
coniider further that thoſe 
things were either written by 
malicious Papiſts, who ſaid as 
bad of Luther and Calvin, repre« 
ſenting them no leſs Monſters ; 
who aſſerted that Zuther and 
his Followers taught, that ary 
the Mother of Chriſt had more 
Sons, & that the youngeſt, James 
an Apoſtle, died for us, and 
not Chriſt himſelf. Or theſe 
things were written by ſome 
diſaffected Proteſtants, who were 
willing to take up and improve 
ſuch Reports, to blaſt, not only 
the Parties Reputation, but their 
Principle alſo. And one thing 
which cauſed this People, called 
Anabaptiſts, to be-miſrepreſen- 
ted, was, their Community of 
Goods which they alway had at 
Munſter, which was no other 
than the old Waldenſes did, and 
their Diſciþles do ro this day, in 
Poland, Hungary, Tranſylvama, 

GG 4 and 
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and many parts of Germany, 
living in Colledges, caſting all 
into one Common Stock, done 
by them, both from Conveni- 
ency, and having reſpect unto 
the Example of the Apoſtles 
and Primitive Chriſtians, as it 
is written in AGs 4. 32, 34, 
35. And though we do not be- 
lieve Chriſtians are now under 
that Obligation, yet I cannot 
have a hard thought of any 
that ſhould fo do, acting from 
the ſame Primitive Spirit : And 
it would be very unchriſtian to 
conclude, that ſach allow a 
Community of Women, becauſe 
they had their Stock and Goods 
in common, as I fear ſome have 
uncharitably aſſerted, from this 
innocent Apoſtolical Primitive 
Practice. | 


To conclude ; Suppoſe it 
ſhould be granted there were 
ſome fooliſh Virgins in Germany, 
under this Denomination of 
Anabaptiſts, 1t 1s no more than 
what Chriſt hath told 'vs will 


be. 
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be. Have not the Churches in all 
Ages had their Achan's, Co- 
ral”s, Dathaws, Abiram*s, their 
Diotrephaes ? But is it good Lo- 
gick to ſay, Judas had a Devil, 
therefore all the Apoſtles had 
Devils ? Hath there not been 
always ſome bad in the moſt 
pure Churches of Chriſt? For 
any to ſay there are no good 
Men, nor good Principles in the 
Communion of- the Church of 
England, becauſe ſome of that 
Communion are Executed al- 
moſt every Seſſions, as they 
confeſs themſelves to be at Ti 
burn, this would be unjuſt and 
uncharitable': And it argueth 
weakneſs for any to run upon 
Extreams, becauſe of others Er- 
rors. As ſome of the Miniſters 
in Holland, the Followers of 
Meno Symonts, and Theodori- 
cus, upon the Munſter Report, 
have refuſed the bearing Arms, 
Offenſive or Defenſive ; or ta- 
king any Oaths, or bearing any 
Rule, Office, or Government 
in the Common-Wealth, leſt 
they 
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they ſhould ſeem to abet ſuch 
Principles: It is good to keep 
the golden Mean between both 
Extreams. 


Now let us all labour to put 
on Charity, the Bond of Per- 
fetion ; think no Evil,nor ſpeak 
Evil of no Man; Judg not, that 
ye be not judged : Why doſt thou 
judg thy Brother, or ſet at naught 
thy Brother 2 We ſhall all ſtand 
before the  TJudgment-Seat of 
Chriſt. Let that great Inſtance 
of Deſpair in John Child never 
be forgotten ; that which lay 
with the moſt weight upon his 
Conſcience, before he hang*d 
himſelf, was, the Sin for his 
Writing and Speaking againſt 
this very People, as may be 
ſeen in that Book of his Deſpair. 
And thoſe Scriptures were of 
great weight upon his Soul ; 
He that ond one of theſe. little 
Ones which believe 1n me, it were 
bettey a Mill-ſtone were hanged a- 
bout bis Neck, and be caſt into the 
mdf of the Sea. O, ſaid he, I 

have 


he 
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bave touched the Apple of God's 
Eye : and, ſays he, this deſerves 
a tearing 1n pieces, to fit and 
ſpeak agamſt thy Brother, and 
ſlander thy own Mother's Son, 
Pſal. 50. 

Let all the People of God 
have ſuch Thoughts, ſpeak fuch 
Words, uſe fuch Carriages one 
toward another, and one. of a- 
nother, as we may have no oc- 
caſion to repent of, when every 
ſecret Thing ſhall be brought 
into Judgment. 


(108) 


CHAP. XI. 


Containing a brief but ſuffi- 
cient Anſwer to John 
Walls Book, called Baptiſm 
Anatomized, that he may 
never more boaſt, as for- 
merly, that none have an- 


ſwered him. 


Query, 1. Whether this Man 
doth not a&t againſt the 
Light of Conſcience, Experi- 
ence, and Holy Scripture, when 
he aſſerts indefinitely, The Infants 
of Believers bave, by the free Gift 
of God in the Covenant of Grace, 
a right to Remiſſion of Sins, and 
fo a right to Baptiſm 2 Come and 
ſtand before the Bar of God's 
Word, .and make anſwer, Had 
Cain, Iſhmael, Efau, Abſolom, 
SamuePs Sons of Belial, all Chil- 
dren of Believers, a right to 

Remiſſion of Sins ? 
Query 
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Query 2. Whether there is 
not good ground given unto 
Perſons to believe, (in reading 
a great part of this Book, from 


' pag.25,to 41, & 168. ) that he 1s 


of Origews Opinion, The whole 
World may be ſaved at laſt,and 
then why not the Devils too? 
For ( ſaith he, pag. 168.) if all 
Infants fonned in Adam's Lorns, 
when Adam was reſtored, they were 
reſtored in by Loins;, and when 
born, they were born in a Goſpel- 
Covenant. In Pag. 26. God free- 
ly forgave Adam and bis Poſtersi- 
ty in him, their Sin. Now we 
know the whole World 1s Adam*s 
Children, then the whole World 15 
in the Covenant of Grace, and ſo 
the whole muſt be baptized ;, and if 
in the Covenant of Grace, for any 
thing I ſee, the whole World may 
be ſaved. Abundance of theſe 
Aſlertions he hath in his Book. 
But behold, it is a Babel, a 
Book of Confuſion ; for though 
he tells us, when the Parents be- 
lieve, pag. 27, 28. their Baptiſm 
is. a lign of the Remiſſion of 
Sin to their Infants as to them- 
| ſelves, 
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ſelves, and that their Infants are 
in the Covenant of Grace with 
them, it being made to Adam 
and his Poſterity. Yet Cam, 
Iſhmael, Eſau, he aſſerts were 
caſt out of this Covenant of 
Grace when grown up, and | 
have no Remilſion of Sins. What, 
have Believers Infants Remiſſion 
ſealed unto them, yet no Remiſ- 
fion ? Will Men tell a Lie in the 
Name of the Lord, to tell us, 
that Baptiſm is a ſign of Remiſ- 
fion of Sin, and yet to tell us, 
this very Perſon may be dam- 
ned ? Arenot theſe Self-contra- 
dictions, and holy Scripture- 
contradidions, which faith, 
Whom God uſtifieth and par- 
doneth, them he glorifieth * Rom. 
8. 30. In my Book this1s more 
- fully anſwered, pag. 29. 

Query 3. Whether his Lan- 
guage favours not more of Aſh- 
dod than Canaan ? and whether 
it be not full of hard Speeches 
againſt thoſe which Joby Child 
paid dearly for, and of whom 
Chrilt faith, It were better a Mill- 


ſhone were tied about bis Neck, and 
be 
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be caſt into the midF#t of the Sea ? 
For in his Preface, he accounts 
the Miniſters of Chriſt, Mi- 
niſters of Satan transform'd, 
to deceive the Souls of the Sim- 
ple. And in pag. 3. falſly faith, 
if not maliciouſly, The Anabap- 
tiſts deny Infants to be redeemed 
with Chriſt's Blood, p. 31. Andp. 
55- he ſaith, The Anabaptiſts bold, 
Chriſt hath no Lambs in his Fold, 
but all Sheep, becauſe we will not 
own Pedobaptiſm. And pag.65. 
What a wicked. Principle are thoſe 
Men of that deny Infants the ſign of 
Remiſſun of Sins,and that we make 
an Idol of Baptiſm, is his Aſſer- 
tion. And becauſe we aſſert, 
Chriſt was baprized about thirty 
Years of Age, as our Example ; 
Behold, faith he, what windings 
and turnings, by any cover of vam 
deceit, Men lie in wait to deceive, 
by turning away from the Truth, 
and turning unto Fables. And 
further faith, - pag. 10. We by- 
pocritically plead for that we pra- 
iſe not, Whether this Man's 
Diſcourſe ſavours as: being un- 
der the Power of a an 

la- 
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diabolical Spirit, is left to the 
Godly to judg; and whether 
any heed ought to be taken of 
ſuch a Perſon's Writing. 

In pag. 139. he aſlerts, We 
damn the Infants of all Gods Peo- 
ple of old by our Dotrme. And 
enviouſlly addeth, pag. 171. The 
Anabaptiſts are not only erroneous 
in their Faith, and there polluted, 
but alſo garniſhed with ſhame 
to Nature, in pag. 16g. calling 
our Faith, 4 Carnal Faith. I 
think, were he a Spiritual Man, 
he could not have ſuch carnal 
Language. O, how far is this 
poor Man from imitating our 
Lord, When he was reviled, he re- 
viled not again : But this Man re- 
viles when no occaſion 1s given 
him. But he hath not yet ſpit 
all his Venom, for in pag. 71. 
he ſaith, The Anabaptiſts DoFrine 
5 not of God, but a Point of their 
natural Faith. And further faith, 
Theſe Men are ſenſual, having 
not the Spirit, calling us Beaſts ; 
pag.111. And that we make Falſ- 
hood our Refuge. And pag.117. 
ſaith, Chriſt bath preſerved the 
Infant- 
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- Infant-Seed of Believers from the 


Curſe of Anabaptiſtry, whereby ſo 
many Errors are diſperſed, Scrip= 
tures wreſted, I Souls perverted to 
their own deſtruttion. Pag.1 43.he 
aſſerts the Doctrine upon which 
Anabaptiſtry is built, is 4 Soul- 
deſtryying Do&rine ; and that we 
have belied the Lord's Mini- 
ſters, although we repeated no- 
thing but their own Words, and 
that, faith tz, to uphold our Er- 
rors, pag. 116, And cries out, 


pag. 66. as well he might, if 


true, The Anabaptiſts reckon their 
own Children dyiag in Infancy, by 
their own judgment loſt, and pe- 
riſh to Eternity. 

Pray conſider, Is not this 
Man's Doctrine agreeable- with 
the Church of Rome's, and the 
Councilof Carthage,whodecre?d, 
If any aſſerted Baptiſm did not take 
away Original Sin, they ſhould be 
Anathematized ? Is this reaſoning 
likea Man,or Chriſtian ? Becauſe 
we dare not in Conſcience give 
the Sacrament of Baptiſm to our 
Infants, muſt they be damned 
therefore? We can tell you a 

EN H better 
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better way of waſhing away of 
Original Sin, namely, by the 
Imputation of Chriſt's Righte- 
ouineſs, to Infants dying in In- 
fancy. 

My Prayer ſhall be, Joh» Wall, 
for thee, that thou mayeſt not 
run the hazard of thy Soul (as 
John Child did) ſo thou mayelſt 
but reproach the Innocent Peo- 
ple of God. But as if all this 
were not yet enough, he aſlerts, 
Our Baptiſm 1s not from Heaven, 
but Will-worſhip, and ſo to be ab- 
horred of all Chriſtians : for, ſaith 
he, they recerved their Baptiſm from 
one My. Smith, who baptized him- 
ſelf, pag. 106, 107, 108. one who 
was caſt out of a Church, and en- 
deavoured to deprive the Church of 
Chriſt of the uſe of the Bible. 

O full of all Subtilty,and all Msſ- 
chief ! Enemy of Righteouſneſs, 
( for the Ordinance is fo cal- 
led) when wilt thou ceaſe to per- 
vert the right Ways of the Lord ? 
How many Leaves haſt thou 
ſpent in thy Book, in aſſerting 
and maintaining a Lie, and to 
calt Filth upon the holy were 
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of the Lord ? Could not the Or- 
dinance of Chriſt, which was loſt 
in the Apoltacy, be revived, (as 
the Feaſt of Tabernacles was "tho 
loſt a great while) unleſs in ſuch 
a filthy way as you falſly aſlerr, 
viz. that the Engliſh Baptiſts re- 
ceived theit Baptiſm from My. John 
Smith * It is abſolutely untrue, 
it being well known, by ſome 
yet alive, how falſe this Aſſerti- 
on is; and it 7. W.will but give 


3 a meeting to any of us, and 


bring whom he pleafeth with 
him, we ſhall ſufficiently ſhew 
the Falſity of what 1s affirmed 
by him in this Matter, and in 
many other things he hath un- 
chriſtianly aſſerted. 

Mark, his ſecond Query 1s, 
Whas us the End of Baptiſm ? 
Pag. 22. faith he, John, /arnamed 
the Baptiſt, bath ſhewed the End 
in the Sign, why Water-Baptiſm 
was ordained ; namely, 1t was 0- 
dained, that Chriſt ſhould be made 
manifeſt to Irael; and for the 


waſhing away of Sins, Remiſſiont 
of Sins ;, and that Chriſt the Lamb 


according t0 
the 


of God 15 now come, 
H 2 
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the Goſpel-Promiſe, Gen. 3. 15. 

We anſwer, All theſe things 
are very good Ends in the Sign, 
to an underſtanding Believer 
who can take the comfort of it. 
But what comfort can an igno- 
raft Infant take in Chriſt's being 
manifeſted in the Sign, or of 
Chriſt being come, or of the 
Pardon and Remiſlion of Sin ? 
theſe things -are Meat for ſtron 
Men, not for Babes : anſwere 
more fully, pag. 23, 24- 

In pag. 4. of his Preface, he 
ſaith, We ground our Dotrine on 
Nature,and plead avight to Goſpel- 
Ordinances by the At of Man. 

We anſwer, We never un- 
derſtood that we grounded our 
Doctrine upon Nature, but up- 
on the Will of God revealed in 
the Goſpel : And for our plead- 
ing for a right to Goſpel-Ordi- 
nances by Mens Actions ; if you 
will call Repentance and Faith 
Mens ACtions, you may in ſome 
good ſenſe ; for though God 
give Faith, *tis not God's At to 
believe, but Man's; though God 
give Repentance, it is not _ 
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At to repent, but Man's : And 
if Perſons are offended becauſe 
we require what Chriſt requires 
as prerequiſite to Baptiſm ; if 
that be to be vile, we muſt be 
{till fo. - 

He would inſinuate, pag. 3. 
that in Baptiſm a Perſon is 
wholly paſlive, becauſe he is ſo 
in the Baptiſm of the Spirit and 
of Afﬀictions. But ſhall we be- 
lieve God or Man ? Chriſt 
ſaith, He muſt be aCtive in the 
Grace of Faith and Repentance. 
Paul muſt be aftive, and ariſt ts: - 
the Ordinance. Chriſt was ac- 
tive in going into Jordan, and 
coming up ; ſo the Eunuch went 


$3 down into the Water, as an 
* Act of his Judgment, Will, and 
-* Aﬀection; both Soul and Body 


is active in this Ordinance : How 
then is Man wholly paſlive in 


# Baptiſm ? 


In the laſt Page of his Pre- 
face he nicknames the Intereſt 
of God, calling them Anabap- 
tits, or Rebaptizers ; yet, ſaith 
he,it 15 no Nickname. Which in- 
deed mult be; 1. becauſe we own 
H 3 bus 
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but one Baptiſm, Epheſ. 4. $. 
2. Perſons: in Infancy are not 
Baptized;but Rantized, therefore 
*tis no Rebaptizing, 3. Should 
it be ſaid Children were Dip- 
ped, yet it was no proper Go- 
{pel-Baptiſm, becauſe it wanted 
a proper Subject; it was an Ig- 
norant Infant, inſtead of an un- 
deritanding Believer. '4. It 


John was called John the Baptiſt, 


becauſe he baptized Perſons up- 
on profe!ſion of Repentance,and 
Faith in him who was to come 
after him'; why may not thoſe be 
ſo called that toilow his Practice, 
tho they have no extraordinary 


Commuiliton as he had ? What 1s 


more common,than to call them ' 


by the ſame Name of thoſe 
whoſe Principle and Practice 
they approve of; and that in- 
nocently enough, as Calviniſts 
from Calvin, Lutherans from Lu- 
ther 2 {o we own the word of 
Baptiſts, becauſe we are in the 
{ame Faith and Practice with 
John the Baptift, Chriſt's Herbin- 
ger. So that it plainly appears 
?tis a Nickname, and a Name o 
Re- 
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Reproach calt upon thoſe of this 
Perſwaſion. Turn to Page 64 
and 65 for a fuller Anſwer. 
Page 4, 5. he-will have Bap- 
tiſm to be a pouring of Water 
upon the Face, becauſe *tis faid, 
God will pour out of bus Spirit upon 
his. By way of anſwer, he 1s 
to know, pouring was the moſt 
proper word could be uſed for 
the Holy Spirit's proceeding, 
becauſe it 1s Above, with 
God in Heaven, and we upon 
Earth below; but the Ele- 
metit of Water is beneath us, 
for Men go down into the Sea. 
So accordingly it was practiſed 
in the Apoſtles Time, they went 
down into the Water ; which if 
it had not been to be dipp'd in. 
it, they need to have gone only 
unto it : therefore, how vain is 
that he aſſerts, John baptized 
ſtanding at the brink of the Ri- 
ver Jordan,pag.8. This is to con- 


tradi the Word of God, which 


faith plainly, Philip and the En- 
nuch went both down into the 
"Water ( not to the brink of it) 
and carte up out of the Water. 
H 4 In 
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In pag.4, & 5. his great Ord- 
nance, by which he thinks to 
do the moſt Execution, is from 
1 Cor. 10. 1,2. where It is ſaid, 
All our Fathers were baptized unto 
Moſes im the Cloud, and in the 
Sea. 

Anſwer, 1, Conlider, it 1s 
faid, the Fathers, not the Chil- 
dren, were baptized. 2. If you 
w1ll have it the Children alſo, 
then you muſt inclnde' there, 
Beaſts and Cattel, for the Cloud 
poured Water upon them all. 
3. Where-ever the word Bap- 
tiſm 1s uſed; whether it be ap- 
plied to the Spirit,to Sufferings, 
or to Water, it always ſheweth 
ſome large meaſure of all. So 
here they were baptized in the 
Cloud, and in the Sea; not pro- 
perly baptized, for that Ordi- 
nance was not in uſe then, bnt 
the ſcope of that place is, the 
Apoſtle thought fit to borrow 
that word Baptize, for to ſhow 
God's graciousprotection of them 
in the Red-Sea; as.in the Wilder- 
neſs he fed them with Mannafrom 
Heaven, and gave thern Water 
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out of a Rock : So he left them not in the 
Red-Sea, but encompalled them about in ' 
ſafety, by his Divine Providence, with Wa- 
ter on each ſide of them, and the Cloud 
over them, as Perſons are encompaſſed with 
that Element when baptized. Again, for 
the true underſtanding of the Word, we 
muſt have recourſe to the common Accep- 
tation of it, and not imagine the Spirit of 
God doth contradi& the common Accepta- 
tion of Words among Men. When the 
Prophets wrote by Inſpiration, and the A- 
poſtles, they always uſed ſuch words as 
were vulgar, and commonly accepted a- 
mong(t Men ; ſo that the common accepta- 
tion of the Hebrew word Tabal among the 
Hebrews, and Baptizo among the Greeks, al- 
ways ſignifying to dip, there being other 
words to ſignify ſprinkle or pour. How then 
can pouring Rain from the Cloud be called 
Baptiſm ? as John Wall would needs have it, 
though he beg for it, becauſe it can never be 
proved ; ſee my Book pag. 16, 17. 

And is he not full of audacity or boldneſs 
to tell the World, in pay. 8. That there ts 
not one word that any by John or Philip were 
dipped, when the very word properly ſig- 
nifieth dipping Hence the Dutch call John 
the Dooper. And our Tranſlators might as 
well have rendred baptize, dip, in all the pla- 
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ces where 1t 15,as to rendef Judas ſopt,dipp*d ; 
and ChriſPs Veſture dipp?d in Blood, being all 
trom the ſame Original Word. 

And whereas he tells the World, pag. 16, 
17. Though the Scripture ſay, they baptized 
i: Anon, becauſe there was much Water. He 
faith, It would not be enough to dip half the 
Body m. 1.1 ſuppoſe he never was there to ſee 
it, but ſpeaks by an implicit Faith. 2. Com- 
mon ſenſe directs us to believe there was 
need of much Water to the due perfor- 
mance of that Ordinance, or elſe the Holy 
Spirit would not have mentioned it as com- 
modions for that Work, becauſe much Water 
there ; a little Water will ſprinkle hundreds, 
but much Water is necefſary unto the due 
performance of this Ordinance of Baptiſm, 
becauſe it muſt be ſo done, as to figure out 
the Death, Burial, and ReſurreQion of 
Chriſt. Now I would fain know, how 
ſprinkling, or pouring Water upon the 
Face. doth figure out Chriſt's Death, Burial, 
and Reſurrection ? Rom.'s. 1, 2, 4. 

In paz.. 9/ how diſingenuouſly doth he 
deal with Colofſ. 2.12. We are buried with 
Chriſt in Raptiſm. To follow their natural Fan- 
cy, faith he, the Perſon buried, 15 wholly paſ. 
/rve, and muſt be taken 1m Arms, laid upon 
the Watcr, then Water caſt upon bim, till co- 
vered, as Earth 15 upon the Dead. 
| Anſwer, 
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Anſwer, This way of diſcourſe is a kind 

of trifling with God's Word. You are to 

know, Similitudes dg not run upon all four, 

as we ſay, but reſpect muſt alway be had to 

the chief intent and deſign of a Metaphor, * 
which. in this Text is to hold forth the 

Death, Burial, and Reſurrection of Chrilſt, 

for our Juſtification ; and alſo holds forth 

our Death to Sin, and Reſurrection to a new |, 
Life. This being the prime ſcope of the A- 
poſtle, his way of diſcourſe is nothing bur ta 
evade the ſtrength of the Argument. 

Whereas in pag, 10. he ſaith, The Perſon 
baptizeth part of himſelf, becauſe' be goeth into 
the Water. 

Weanſwer, That is falſe, becauſe he doth 
not lay himſeif down in the Water, but that 
is done by the Adminiſtrator, he lays him 
along, as one buricd under the Water, his 
whole Body, not the upper part only, to fi 
gure out Chriſt's lying in the Grave: for as 
the Perſons ſtands upright in the Water, 
that is not Baptiſm, but when laid along un- 
der the Water, by the Adminiſtrator, 
uſing the words of Inſtitution, I baptize thee 
in the Name of the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt, this is Baptiſm. | 

In pag. 14. be ſaith, The Perſon 15 not bap- 
#ized, but h1s Cloaths, 

Thoſe things are not becoming Modeſty 
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to diſcourſe of ; Let that vain Man know, 
we do not baptize the Cloaths in the Name 
of the Blciied Trinity, brt the Perſon ; and 
ſhould we baptize otherwiſe I fear this poor 
Man would be the firit would reproach the 
Intereſt of Chriſt upon that account. 

Whereas he chargeth B. XK. pag. 80. with 
the whole Aſſembly of Baptized Believers, 
that they were forced to try their Wits, for 
want of thoſe literal words, Remember you 
keep boly the Fir Day. 

Anſw. Our Arguments for obſerving the 
Firſt Day, do greatly ſatisfy our Conſcien- 
ces, being grounded upon the Word of 
God. Alſo our Arguments againſt Pedo- 
baptiſm, and for Believers Baptiſm alſo, be. 
ing proved from the ſame Divine Revelati- 
on. But alas, how are Men put at their 
Wits end, to- find Arguments for Pedo- 
baptiſm? or elſe they would never prefer a 
dark Conſequence before a plain Command, 
which is beneath the Reaſon of a Man; nor 
run' to the Law to prove a Goſpel-Ordi- 
nance, and reject God's Inſtitution, and ſet 
up Man's Invention. Could he fay as much 
for Pedobaptiſm, as we can for the Lord's 
Pay, the Controverſy would not have held 
ſo long. Could he giveus ſuch Examples of 
Infant-Baprtiſm, as we can for our religious 
obſerving that Day,we ſhall give him thanks. 
And 
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And whereas in pag. 104. he quarrels, be- 
cauſe we do not Baptize always upon the 
Firſt Day. Wedonot judg weare confind - 
to that Day. The Lord's Supper, Chriſt 
himſelf did inſtirute it, and praQtiſe it with 
his Apoſtles, on another Day than the Firſt 
Day of the Week. 

Although we do grant it is very com- 
mendable to do ſuch Work on ſuch” Days, 


When retired from our Labour, Yet we do 


not think we are confiwd to that Day ; for 
in the late Perſecution, the Churches of 
Chriſt, ſome of them, did find it yery con- 
venient to break Bread upon a Week-Day; 
yet we alway think it beſt on the Firſt, when 
it may be. And as for Baptiſm, we do not 
find the Apoſtles tarried tor the Revolution 
of the Firſt Day, but as occaſion offered 
they did it upon any Day. ; 
Page 69. he inſiſts upon the order of 
words, Mat. 3. I baptize to Repentance. See 
this anſwered in my Book, p. 54,55, 56. 
That is a falſe Argument he {ſo largely 
inſiſted on, pag. 44. If Perſons have a right 
to Remiſſion of Sin, they have @ right to the - 
Sign, Baptiſm. This Argument I have hand- 
led in þ. 36. | C 
Infants are not called Diſciples, as he ſup- 
poſeth pag. 43. from Ads 15. 10. and up- 
on his Requeſt, we will ſhew him a _ 
man 
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mand and Example for Womens cotnmuni- 
cating at the Lord's Table, p. 42, 43. 

For anſwer to pag. 21. where 1t's aſſer- 
ted, That many of the 3001 whom the Apo- 
files batized in AQts 2. 39. were Children, ſe-= 
mg the Pardon of Sin was by the Apoſtle Peter 
applied to their Children. O horrible perver- 
ter of the Word of God ! theſe Children 


whom he ſpeaks of, were no more (as yet). 
| baptized, than the Gentiles, which were 
afar off uncalled. 


2. Suppoſe ſome of their 
Children were baptized, it muſt be be- 
lieving Children, not Infants ; my Child is 
my Child, though thirty or forty Years old, 
for you cannot think the Apoſtle would go 
beyond his Commiſſion, to baptize an igno= 
rant Infant inthe room of an underſtanding 
Believer. O how ſ{ophiltically doth this Man 
reaſon ! ſee pag. 29, 30, 31. of this Book. 


Laſtly; I refer you to Mr. Cary's Solemn 
Call, which clears up the Covenant made 
with Iſrael at Mount Sinai, Exod. 19. 20. 
and that in the Land of Moab, Deut. 29. as 


alſo the Covenant of Circumciſion made 


with Abrabam, Gen. 17. are plainly proved 
to be three ſeveral Editions of the Cove- 
nant of Works: Though Mr. Wall will 
haveit to be 4 Covenant of Grace in Chriſt. 
And though he ſpends many Leaves of his 
Book 
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Book about it, *tis as far from being pro- 
ved, as Believers-Baptitm 1s a Sign to the 
Infant of the Remili:'on of Sins, and being 
in the Covenant of Grace, which yet is 
confeſt, a few Years aftcr, he is neither 
in the Covenant af Grace, nor yet one Sin 
pardoned. Theſe are ſome of this poor 
Man's Self-contradiQtions ; is he not Felo de 
ſe, a Self-deſtroyer? X 

Whereas he faith, pap.'1k7. Mr. Aimſ« 
worth*'s Book called, 4 Cenſiyre upon a Did- 
logue of the Anabaptifts, was(never anfier- - 


ed, That in Abraham's Seed all Nations . 


ſhould be bleſſed : This Grace Abrahanvs Infant- 
Seed had ;, this Grace Chriſk gave « little Chil- 
dren. See your felt and Mr. Ainſworth both 
anſwered, in pag. 37, 38. and p. 34, 35- 
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CHAP. XI. 


A brief Anſwer to a part of Mr. Da- 
niel Williams's Carechiſms, in his Book 
of the Vanity of Childhood and 


Youth. 


N pag. 131. he propounds theſe Queſti- 
ons ; What if a Child will not agree, but 
refuſe to agree to the Covenant to which his In- 


fant-Baptiſm engaged bim ? 
Himſelf makes this aſtoniſhing Anſwer. 


1. It's a rejefting Chriſt our Saviour, and 4 
renouncing the Bleſſings of the Goſpel. 

2. I's the Damning Sin. 

3. It's the Heart of all Sin. 

4+ Its Rebellion continued againſt my Ma- 
ker. 

5. Its Ingratitude and Perjury to my Re- 
deemcr. 

6. It's groſs Injuſtice to my Pavents. 

7. It's an Afront to all the Godly. 
8. 1's ſclf-killing Cruelty to my own Soul. 
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Here are hard and dreadful Wotds'to 
make up the defeat of weak Arguments ; 


y- fi ſome Perſons want Arguments 
to perſwade into an Error, they 


0 ule lome terrible Words and Ways to 
fright People thereinto. | 
Pray, Sir, ſhew your Hearers where you 
have Divine Authority for your Aſlertions 
or elſe there is no ground to be concerned 
at all about it, though laid down in a formi- 
dable way. Though I know *tis the Duty 
of Parents to pray for their Children, give 
them moderate Correction, good Educa- 
tion, -and good Examples ; yet God never 
made it the Duty of any Parent to dedi- 
cate their Child in Baptiſm, nor the Duty 
of any Child to Engage and Covenant with 
God in their Infant-State, being altogether 
uncapable ; therefore the not heeding it, 
cannot” be any Sin, much leſs a damning 
Sin: and if ſo be Perſons do then ingage 
againſt the Cuftom of thjs World, as you 
ſay they do, then they muſt engage againſt 
Infant-Baptiſm, being a worldly Cuſtom. 


I ſhall ſpeak briefly to all thefe Particu- 

lars. | 

1. Not to agree, or to refuſe to agree to 

the Covenaat miade in Infant-Baptiſm, 1s no 

Sin, becauſe, Where there is no Law, hls 
k 
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the Apoſtle John, there is no Tranſgreſſion. 
Now if this Gentleman can ſhew us | any 
Law of God for Parents to tet cr 
Children in Baptiſm, or Childre 

nant with God in Baptiſm, I will give him 
the Cauſe ; but if this cannot be done, I 
think he can do no leſs than make a publick 
Recantation of his Aſſertions, . to unde- 


ceive thoſe whom he in ignorant Zeal may 
have deceived. | 


2. It's no Rebellion againſt our Maker ; 
becauſe Rebellion 1s interpreted in the boly 
Writ, to be a wilful breach of God's Law 
and Command ; as you may ſee in Numb. 
20. 24. Te rebelled again; my Word, Chap. 
27. 14. Yevebelled again#t the Command of the 
Lord ;, ſo Deut.1. 26. Now thenlet this ne- 
ver be more called Rebellion, except it can 
be proved to be againſt the Command of 
the Lord. 


3. It can be no Ingratitude nor Perjury ts | 


my Redeemer. 1. Nolngratitude, becauſe 

to own a thing he never appointed, and is 

the ready way to thruſt out his own Ap- 

pointment,will never be accounted by Chriſt 

Ingratitude. 2. Neither can it be Perjury. 

: Mr. Pool on 1 Tim. 1. faith, Perjury, 4s a 
falſe Swearing, or ſwearing to an untrue thing. 
Now 


4 
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Now I ſuppoſe this is not Mr. Williams's 


meaning by Perjury ; for the Propoſitions 
1 were true, if any, which were promiſed in 


Intant-Baptiſm : But I ſuppoſe he means 
the Covenant the Child made.in Baptiſm, a- 
gaintt being governed by Satan and the Fleſh, 
taking up this World's Goods as my Porti- 
on, and againſt the Cuſtoms of the Men of 
the World as my Guide, when grown up, 
and found walking in the Ways of the De- 
vil, the Fleſh, and the World, contrary to 
God's Command and his own Vow : This 
I ſupoſe he calls Petjury to the Redeemer: 
But ler it be conlidered,a Man muſt friſt make 
a Vow, or take an Oath, before he can be 
ſaid to break it, and be perjur?d. Now if 
the Child never made any Vow or Covenant 
in Baptiſm, it being impoſlible, how then can 
he be ſaid to break Covenant, and be guilty 
of Perjury to his Redeemer ? | 


4- It cannot be Injuſtice, much leſs groſs 
Injuſtice to my Parents: becauſe what is ac- 
counted Injuſtice to my Parents, the Word 
of God makes it appear to be ſo ſome-where 
or other : but the Word of God doth not 
any where call that Child an unjuſt Child, 


that doth not own its dedicating by its Pa- - 


rents in Baptiſm, or that they made any 
Covenant with God then. 


I 2 5.1 
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5. It cannot bean Afﬀront to all the God- 
ly ; becauſe there are thouſands that deny 
the thing; and I am bold to ſay it, were 
the Holy Apoſtles alive now, they would 
not have been affronted for any to deny 
their Parents dedicating Children in Bap- 
tiſm, or Children denying they made any 
Covenant then, becauſe it's a thing God 
never revealed. 


6. It cannot be a rejecting of Chriſt, as 
he ſaith ; becauſe there are thouſands which 
own Chriſt, and accept him for King, Prieſt 
and Prophet, who deny Infants Baptiſm, 


and look upon it as nothing but an Invention 
of Men. And it's very ſevere to ſay, that 
thoſe many thouſands who. now deny and 
diſfown their Parents baptizing them 1n In- 
fancy, that they do reject Chriſt their Savi+- 
obr, or the Bleſſings of the Goſpel. 


7. It cannot be a Selt-killing Cruelty to 

... my own Soul, nor a damning Sin, not to 

agree to, or refuſe the Covenant made in 

Infant-Baptiſm, though 1 do not refuſe to 

be the Lord's, and in lincerity care to know, 
love, beleve, obey, and worfhip him, and | 

ſerve-him all my Days, and depend upon - 

him, through Chriſt, tor all HappineG z yet #% 

this I do not, becauſe my Parents or Sure- 

recs 
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ties did-covenant or promiſe I ſhould do it, 
nor becauſe I my ſelf made any ſuch Cove- 
nant in my Infancy, for as much as it is all 
unſcriptural, and without a Divine Rule, 
therefore cannot be Self-killing, nor Cruel- 
ty to my own Soul, nor. a damning Sin, as 
this Gentleman faith : for the damning Sin 
is, final Impenitence and Unbelief; dark 
16. 16. He that believeth not, ſhall be danmed. 41 
Perſons may believe the Covenant God hath 
made, and be ſaved ; and though they de="- 4 
ny the Covenant in Infant-Baptiſm, they 
cannot be damned. I do not believe in time 
in Chriſt, becauſe either I my felt did in. 
Infancy covenant ſo to do, or becauſe my 
Parents or Sureties covenanted for me 3 
but I deny 1t, becauſe an human Invention. 

Yet I believe and obey from more ſolid 
Conſiderations. 

(1.) Becauſe I am commenided to it by 
God, 1 John 3. 23. 

(2.) Becauſe his great Love conſtrains 
me, 2 Cor. 5. 14- 

(3.) Becauſe of thoſe glorious Promiſes ,.. 
made to believing and obedient Souls, 2 Con, 
6.17, 18. Chap. 7. 1. vr) 

(4) I am obliged unto it from the Law of 
Creation, Pſal. 95. 6. 

(5-) Without Faith and Obedience I am 
in danger of loſing my Soul. 

I 3 There- 
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Therefore for Mr. Williams to tell the 
'* World, It is a damning Sin, not to agree to, of 
refuſe the Covenant made in Infancy, 1s a new 
Do&rine, which hath no footing in the un- 
erring Rule of the Word of God. 

If you will ſee the damning Sin, ' read 
Mr. PooPs Synopfss, on Fohn 3. 18, He that 
believes not the Dottrine of Chriſt, and doth 
not, upon the Terms of the Goſpel, - recerve him 
for bus Saviour, 1s already condemned for bis 
obſtinate Infidelity, which 15 the certain Cauſe 
of Damnation. And further, The not be- 
heving in the only Son of God, who 15 able to © 
ſave to the utmoſt all that regularly truſt in bim, 
ts ſuch a contempt of the merciful, alſufficient, 
fole Means of Salvation, that *tts abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary,, and moFt juſt, that all thoſe who refuſe 
to be ſaved by him, ſhould periſh by them- 
ſelves. 

Thus you ſee what the damning Sin is, 
Therefore Mr. Williams's Gofpel and Do- 
arine 1s to be looked upon as New in this 
Thing, and not agreeing to the old Goſpel, 
to aſſert, That it 5 a damning Sin,the Heart of 

all Sin, a rejetting Christ our Saviour, a renoun- 
»*tmg the Bleſſmgs of the Goſpel, Rebellion again#t 
wy Maker, Ingratitude and Perjury to my Re- 
aeemer, groſs Injuſtice to my Parents, an Af- 
front to all the Godly, and a ſelf-killing Cru- 
elty to my own Saul, not to agree, or refuſe t8 
agree 


= 
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agree to that Covenant made in Baptiſm in In. * 
fancy', though there be not one word in 
all the Holy Scripture to warrant that Pra- 
Etice or Principle. | 

8. If refuſing to agree to the Covenant 


| to which my Baby-Baptiſm engaged me, be 
' the Heart of all Sin; thenl for my part, 
þ and many thouſands more, muſt be guil», - 
L | ty of all Sin; for it 1s the Heart of all ©: 
's | Sn, faith this Gentleman. For my own part 
ſe | I do profeſs, that I do not obſerve any Go- 


'N | ſpel-Duty, neither believe nor repent, by * 


to virtue of any Covenant my Parents made, 
', or was made by my ſelf in my Baby-Sprink- 
1 ling, becauſe God did never require ſuch a 
e- Covenant of my Parents, nor of my Self, 
ſe who was wholly uncapable of ſuch a thing 
” in Infancy. | 

| But the Reaſon why I deſire to obſerve 
is. the Terms of the Goſpel, is, becauſe it's 
o- God's Requirements and Command, That 
Wo we believe on the Name of the only begotten Son 
el, of God, 1 John 3, 23. And fince I believed, [ 
t of have made that Covenant with God in Bap- 
1M tiſm, which you ſay, pag. 131. was made in 
nt Infancy, which I never remember, nor can 
Re- | believe it is true, viz.. I have engaged a- 
Af- gainſt being governed by Satan or the Fleſh 
a. 11 as my Rulers, and againſt taking up this 
» to World's Goods as my Portion, and wy *: 
pres | 2 "GY 

s . 
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; s the Cuſtoms of the 71en of the Wirld as 
Guide; therefore I reject that Baptiſm, 
" becanſe a Cuſtom of the World. Now 
-- ſhould I refuſe to agree to this Covenant 
' which I :made after I believed, then I 
F werea great Sinner indeed, becauſe one of 
- my own making : But if I keep this Cove- 
- nant, thol refuſe to agree to that Covenant 
. made in my Infant-Baptiſm, I am a great 
Sinner, (faith Mr. Williams) for it*s the Heart 
of all &:m. If the Heart of all Sin, then of 
Z Murder, Adultery, Sabbath-breaking, In- 
ceſt, Hereſy, Drunkenneſs, Idolatry, . Sor- 
. cery, Lying, Covetouſneſs, Railing, Rob- 
bery, Buggery, Extortion, Envy, Witch- 
crait, Contention , Gluttony, Rebellion, 
Perjury, Ingratitude, Injuſtice, an Aﬀront 
to the Godly, Self-killing ; In a word, ſaith 
Mr. Williams, it's @ damning Sin. Now it's 
high time for the poor Baptiits to cry, Lord, 
bave Mercy upon us, for this Gentleman 
damns us all at once. But this is our Com- 
fort, he ſhall not_be our Judg, nor that Do- 
. Qrinehe hath delivered, but both he and we 
muſt be tried by another Goſpel,and another 
Dodrine than he preacheth upon this Sub. 


And whereas he calls Baptiſm in Infancy, 
4 Seal of the Covenant, pag. 130. Pray, Sir, 
what did it ſeal to the Infant then? did it 
| ſeal 
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ſeal the Love of God, pardon of Sin, Re- 
conciliation or Adoption, Juſtification or 
Remiſſion ? If ſo, as you grant, by referring 
to AGs 2. 39 then, Sir, if they are juſtih- 
ed, and their Sins remitted, then they nut be® 
lorified, ſaith the Apoſtle, Rom. 8. -30. + 3 
Thom he juſtified, them he glorified, 1 ſup- 
poſe you may be for final Perſeverance: if 
ſo, then not an Infant of theſe can miſ-** 
Carry. * x 
But if you ſay theſe things may be ſealed in * 
Infancy, and yet be never enjoyed for want” 
of actual Faith. How then ! is a Perſon par- * 
doned, and not Ttardoned ; juſtified, and 
not juſtifed ; in Covenant, and not in Co- 
venant ? theſe. are Contradictions with a 
witneſs. What ! is the Covenant ſealed, 
and nothing in the Covenant enjoy- 
ed ? doth God ſeal to a Blank ? Men are 
more wiſe than ſo to do ; for there is always 
ſomething antecedent to the Seal. Whena 
Covenant 1s ſealed among Men, ſomething . ; 
1s ſealed unto them ; ſo when God ſeals,*tis * 
not to a Blank, but it*s his Covenant of Grace 
ſealed : After you believed,you were ſealed with 
the Holy Spirit, of Promiſe, EpheC. 1. 136 
Mark, tis not before they believed, but af- 
ter they believed they were ſealed. Theres 
fore Infant-Baptiſm is no Seal of the Cove- + 
rant of Grace, for they do not belieye. But® 
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after Perſons believe, then the Sacraments 
# of Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper are 'Seals 
of the Covenant of Grace, bnt not be- 


= fore. | 
ET And whereas Mr. Willzams aſſerts, pag. 
* 130, Believers and their Infant-Seed are in the 
- Covenant. 

We reply ; This Word Covenant is an 
unintelligible word, for not ore in an 
Hundred, if one ina Thouſand, knows what 
Is meant by it. 

I know but two ways of being in the Co- 
venant of Grace, Eelther Abſolutely, or Con- 
ditionally.. 

1. No Believers dare ſay, all their Chil- 
dren are Abſolutely in the Covenant , of 
Grace, becanſe there is no falling away 
from it : But behold, how many of God's 
People have their Children die, of whom 
they have little hope ? 

Or, 2. they are in the Covenant of Grace 
conditionally ; that 1s to ſay, If they repent, 
and believe, Upon this Condition,and on theſe 

= Terms, the Children of Unbelievers are 
i .in the Covenant of - Grace alfo, and have 
the ſame right to the Seals of the Covenant 
as the Children of Believers have ; and 
there are none to have the Seals, or Signs of 


the Covenant, but thoſe whom God hath 
ordained 


| 
4 
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ordained and appointed ſhould have them, 
which are thoſe who repent, and aQually- ' 
believe. For, mark, though Zot was a ho- . 
ly Man, yet he had no {uch priviledg toCir-:7 
cumciſe his Infant-Seed, becauſe it was li-* 
mited unto Abraham and his Seed ;, and the 7 
Male Sex, and the eighth Day, appointed 
by a ſpecial Command. Even fo, Baptiſm 


is limited by a ſpecial Command of God 
to Actual Believers. 


FINTS. 
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ERRAT A. 
Pts Page 3. line 3, 4. read, tro or three bours, 


In- the Book. 


s. Marg. r. Gen. 19. P. 41. |. 14. r. fit or wifit. 
7 7 : s. Marg, L 6. for Chrif. r. John. P. 6g. L & 
r. Church of Rome. P, go. Col. 1.1. 1. f. Perſons, r. Be- 
lievers, P. 95. 1. 15. r. Biſhop of Munſter. P. roo. |. 2; 

E bavt, r, bad. P.118. 1, 25, 4. r. the word Baptiſt. 
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